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First Membership Meeting a Big Success!

The first ever membership meeting of the Portland Orchid Society was well
attended and greatly enjoyed by all. After extensive planning and work by
the board and members the evening proceeded with absolutely no problems

or issues. Thanks to all that attended!

Beverly Kile - Editor

August Membership Meeting Speaker

Jim Rassmann will speak to us about
the history of orchid cultivation in the
early years of orchid growing in
England and Europe. Thisis a
particularly fascinating period due to
the number of immensely wealthy
people who were avid enthusiasts.
Their wealth and interest allowed
them to grow great numbers of plants
of a given species and the clones
they found were often breathtaking.
So much so that their like has often
never been seen again. Additionally
some of these individuals were
tremendously fascinating in their
own right. The presentation will be
illustrated with many historical
photos as well as RHS award
paintings and other photographs that
he has collected over the years
including many taken in Colombia
and Ecuador.

Jim has been growing orchids for 34
years and according to his adult
children he is an orchid "geek". After
growing and hybridizing Cattleyas in
Southern California Jim moved to
Florence in 1994 and now grows
mostly Odontoglossums, Miltoniopsis
and many cooler growing species.

Jim has been an AOS judge for about
20 something years and during that
time has served as Chair of Pacific
South JC and the AOS Judging
Committee for ten years including five
as Chair. He also served 13 years as
an Trustee/officer of the AOS
including about 5 years as a Vice
President.

September Speakers: Tom Etheridge
and Luanne Rolly will speak on 'A
Cool Greenhouse for the Willamette
Valley'
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Portland Orchid Society
President, Rob Lucas

has been quite ill

recently and we would
all like to wish him a

speedy recovery.

Get Well

|
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President’s Welcome Message

It was so wonderful to see all of you, including some new faces, at our meeting on
July 24" We got to meet in our new digs at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, and we
thank the church kindly, for making this our new home. It is so nice to meet in a warm
and inviting room with carpet, and comfortable padded chairs. The viewing screen
was great, and how about that wonderful kitchen! Hal Shrauger and his mother
Rosemary, were beaming all evening with the wonderful new cooking area. What was
so impressive to me and to the rest of the board, was our wonderfully large turnout,
the smiles on all of the faces, and everyone patrticipated, introduced themselves and
seemed to have a wonderful time. Thank you Annette Rogers, for providing the
wonderful and tasty dessert! | can’t remember when | have been in a warmer
atmosphere! You all made this first meeting so special. | thank you!

We were so happy to have Bert Lodgsdon as our first orchid speaker. His talk was so
informative, with great slides of his greenhouse, his plants, not to mention that special
sense of humor that Bert adds to any function. The photos of his orchids were
wonderfull Bert brought many nice orchids to the meeting and they were quickly
chosen and on their way to new homes as the night went on. We look forward to
seeing more of Bert at the monthly AOS Judging Center. It is our goal as a society to
have a presence there every month and to support them in every way that we can.
The judges from the AOS have gone way out of their way to welcome our new society
and to offer their ongoing support. We are talking about a caravan of a few cars going
down for the September judging, and have quite a line up of speakers coming our way
each month, with the help of the AOS judges.

Well, | guess the secret is out! We have joined forces with EXPO and have been
asked to host the EXPO Home and Garden Shows in October 2007 and February
2008. All orchid exhibits and orchid sales booths will be arranged through the
Portland Orchid Society. The entire Board of Directors will act as a combined show
chairman, and the first event will be an unjudged (ribbon judging only) show. All
vendors will be asked to have a table display and sales booths will all be piped and
draped to add a sense of class. Sales booths will be available in two sizes, and this
will be our first fund raising event of 2007. Come to our next meeting and learn more
about the show and the show details. In addition to joining forces with EXPO, we
have some exciting news to tell our members about our show advertising and getting
the word out across the greater Portland area. We look forward to a great turnout and
fun for all. Susan Heuer and | will be giving you more information at the next meeting.

| want to take this opportunity to thank our board once again. Our newsletter is
incredible and so is our website. Thanks to everyone for giving so much. Our board is
complete and all working hard. Everyone is so enthusiastic and we aim to do great
things with this orchid society. Remember, this is your society and if you want to see
or hear about things in the orchid world, please ask. Join our fun and active group
and watch us grow. Thank you all for your support, and we’ll see you at our next
meeting on August 28th.

| also want to thank all of you for your kind words while | was in the hospital. | am now
home and getting back in the greenhouse, and am doing quite well. Make sure you
visit our new Website at www.portlandorchidsociety.org and bring a friend to the next
meeting!

Rob Lucas
President
Email: portlandorchidsociety@yahoo.com



