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This Tuesday, December 11 is the date for the
Portland Orchid Society’s first annual
HOLIDAY POTLUCK & AUCTION .
In addition to a turkey to be provided by Rob Lucas and a ham by Susan
* Heuer, members are asked to bring their favorite holiday dish (main dish,
% * *4 salad, desert, etc.) Plates, utensils, napkins and punch will be provided.
(2 " o individual members are welcome to bring their spouse or partner.
* ’ !4*3 * The festivities will be held at our normal meeting place. Doors will open at
* 5 6:00 PM for setup, the festivities will get started at 6:30 PM and we plan on
% * 4 eating at 7:00 PM. The Auction will be held afterwards with several
Y(* ! magnificent orchids some of which have been awarded, as well as other
o4 orchid related items, such as hydro-mounts. To donate items for the
a & 2; . auction or for any questions you might have, please contact any member
2 ) of the board (see page 6 sidebar for phone numbers, etc.)
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“December
11" is our
annual
Christmas
party and
regular
membership
meeting, and
this year we
will have an
orchid
auction.”

The year 2007 is drawing to an end and it is time to look back at our
accomplishments. The Portland Orchid Society has had several very nice
accomplishments and are looking forward to a wonderful 2008. In six busy
months, we have become an official AOS Society; we have our 501(c)3
approval from the IRS and are officially tax exempt; we have had one quite
successful show at Expo; we have made a big effort to support the AOS
Oregon Judging Center and have taken plants every month since we
started; and two of our members have received AOS awards. In addition,
we have many new members, we have paid back the start up moneys
needed to get us up and going, and we have a pretty healthy financial

Our meetings are so busy and we have such a friendly crowd of people
attending. It is so nice watching the people at our meetings mingle with
each other and making every meeting a busy social event. We have had
some very good orchid speakers, and have plans for some really good ones
next year. Most of all, we have made new friends for the love of the
fantastic orchid.

We are working diligently on our next show at Expo, on February 20" thru
the 24™ and hope that you all mark your calendars so that you can be in
attendance and help out as much as possible. We are looking forward to a
successful show, a large attendance, and this one will be AOS judged. It
promises to be great fun with a great team, all working together to make it
happen!

Don't forget that December 11" is our annual Christmas party and regular
membership meeting, and this year we will have an orchid auction. | have
been told that there will be a plant or two, on the auction block, that have
been awarded. | think a little bird told me. We are still looking for donations
from members, as this auction will help finance bringing in our future
speakers. So, if you have an extra quality plant or a nice division of
something really special, you can get a tax write-off and donate the plant to
the society for our support. We are looking forward to a delicious turkey
and ham dinner with all the trimmings, so remember to bring your pot luck
dish to wow the hungry crowd. Please bring your spouse or partner, your
plant donations, your delicious festive dish and meet us for dinner at 6:30 at
the church. There will not be a speaker at this meeting, but with the lovely
orchids being auctioned (as well as those brought by other members for
sale) bring your bags of gold!

(Continued on page 3)
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| want to personally thank all of the members (you know who you are) for your continued support!
Keep those suggestions rolling in and we will try to get to them all. | also want to thank the tireless
board for their wonderful contributions. We have the best group of people around! We have a
wonderful newsletter, balanced books, fund raising programs, and an excellent administration,
always hot coffee and snacks at every meeting, and wonderful speakers. What more could we ask
for! You are the Society That Cares!

Merry Christmas to all and have a wonderful New Year! See you at the dinner on December 11™.

Rob Lucas

President

(503) 493-2826
portlandorchidsociety@yahoo.com

__ n %Il

For anyone wondering why the Portland Orchid Society has a Silent Auction at our monthly meetings
instead of a Raffle as so many other organizations do, there is a very good reason. In the process of
setting up the Society and obtaining our 501(c)3 designation, we became aware that in the state of
Oregon Raffles are considered as gambling and there are an incredible number of requirements
(bookkeeping wise, licensing and monetarily) to legally have a raffle since it is a game of chance

The board made the decision after reviewing the appropriate sections of the Oregon Revised Statutes
and one member of the board checking with an attorney that we will not be doing raffles. As an
alternative we are having monthly silent auctions as a way to both generate some income for the
society and give the members an opportunity to get some really great deals on orchids and other
items.

%" & %

| think having the silent action is really kind of neat! !'! One can bid on the items they are really
interested in rather than with the raffle, choose something you really don't want because that's all that
was left I ' Look for some really neat & interesting items coming up in the future. We'll try to have
something that will please everyone as time goes on.

Potluck info - - -

Tablecloths, silverware, napkins, plates & punch will be provided. Just bring your favorite food
(with serving utensils if needed) and enjoy the great company. I'm looking forward to a fun night and
doing lots of visiting ! !'!

ANNETTE ROGERS
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Well, mail carriers have nothing to brag about
when compared to orchid growers in Oregon.
Judging last Sunday took place just as the winds
and rain from the first of two major storms
crashed ashore. Attimes the greenhouse where
judging takes place sounded as though it might
collapse yet plenty of diehard Oregonians
scoffed at the maelstrom and brought 19 plants
to Silverton for judging. Of these, 2 awards
were granted from 5 nominations. We had 7
judges and 2 visitors, who braved the weather to
bring society members’ plants down from
Portland, present.

David Morris of Clackamas Orchids in Canby,
Oregon received an AM/AOS (80 points) for
Masdevallia (Megema under Carl Luer's new
revision of the genus) macrura ‘Apple Cider’.
The plant bore 4 large stately flowers, each with
a vertical spread of 31.5 cm. It had a fragrance
reminiscent of slightly rotten apples, hence
David’s choice of clonal name. Skip Burke of
Portland, Oregon received a CBR/AOS for his
beautifully grown plant of Bulbophyllum ramosii
‘Isabel’. This stunning plant, grown on a tree
branch, held 374 diminutive white flowers and
285 buds on 63 inflorescences.

In other judging news, the Pacific Northwest
Judging Center admitted six new students to its
ranks at its bi-annual business meeting in
Tacoma last month. Of these, two are from
Alberta, Canada, two are from Washington, one
is from Idaho and one, Craig Williams, lives here
in Oregon. Congratulations to all our new
students! The next Oregon Site judging will be
held on Sunday, January 6 at 1 pm at the
Oregon Garden in Silverton, Oregon.

Tom Ethridge

members to support the

Oregon AOS Judging Center
Next Judging is January 6

We hope to have several representatives from the
Portland Orchid Society present at the January

Portland Orchid Society members that attend
the membership meetings and are curious how
their orchids compare to orchids that have
been awarded by AOS will have the
opportunity to do just that. Beverly Kile will
bring her laptop with both the AQPIus software
and Orchid Wiz software, along with a printer,
to further assist you in learning more about
your orchids. This should be particularly helpful
for anyone that is considering taking an orchid
for judging, but would like to know more about
awards that may have already been awarded
to similar orchids.

Due to the various other activities going on at
the December meeting, Potluck & Auction the
computer will not be available again until
January.
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Left: Megema macrura ‘Apple Cider’
Grown by David Morris (AM/AOS 80 points)

Above right and below: Bulbophyllum ramosii ‘Isabel’
Grown by Skip Burke (CBR/AOS)

Photos by Luanne Rolly
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The Portland Orchid Society is currently offering Lifetime Memberships. 7'#*7 * 44%)
A one time payment of $200 will buy you a family membership for life
with no additional dues EVER!!! If you have already paid your dues for - =
this year any payment made will be credited to the $200 if you pay the 31 )
balance immediately.
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Submissions for all future submissions for the Portland Orchid Society 2 )
Newsletter are due to the editor by the forth Friday of each month.
Submissions received after that date may not be included in the
newsletter until the following month. @
Submissions may be emailed to pdxos-beverly@comcast.net or ' 7*"7_ )
mailed to: Beverly Kile ’
: : 0!
Portland Orchid Society 7.7+
P O Box 482 AL
. @ *!
West Linn, OR 97068 7744
Thank you, Beverly Kile your newsletter editor R L)
8 # $ " =/ 4>
2711 4 )
& 2
The bark order has been submitted however we have been notified 2 )
shipment has been delayed yet again for another week or so. =/ 4>
Purchasers will be notified when it arrives. If you have further 27/ 4 )
questions, contact Susan Heuer at 503-244-3146 or email her at *Ol &
susanheuer@att.net A )
Thank you for your patience! @
* )
e Portand Orchid Soey 1 now offcaly affiated wih e | & .
@ )* ! 1)

American Orchid Society (AOS). Susan Heuer is our representative
and would be happy to answer any questions you might have
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The Colombian Orchid Society Show
Odontoglossum and Pleurothallid Alliance Annual Me etings
Medellin Colombia
August 4 -10, 2008

Orchid Friends,

In August of 2008, the Colombian Orchid Society will be celebrating the 15th anniversary of our annual
show, Orchids, Birds and Flowers held during Medellin’s Flower Festival. We would like to extend a
cordial invitation to you to accompany us in this wonderful event, at which time we are proud to
announce that we will also have an extraordinary additional show-our XXXII International Orchid Show
during which the Odontoglossum and Pleurothallid Alliances will hold their annual meeting. During
these simultaneous events, we'll be privileged to gather together well known orchid fanciers from the
different invited countries.

The Colombian Orchid Society

There is arguably no better place to see so many orchids of breathtaking beauty and variety than
Colombia. And the largest, most spectacular show in many years will be held in Medellin, Colombia in
conjunction with the City’s annual “Orchids, Birds and Flowers” fair. Two years ago many AOS
members, as well as many orchid enthusiasts from other nations attended a show in Periera, Colombia
that AOS President Art Moore pronounced it the “best orchid show” he'd ever seen and others whole
heartedly agreed. This upcoming show promises to be even larger and better.

Judging: The show will run from August 4 through 10, 2008 at the Medellin Botanic Garden with
AOS and Colombian judging commencing at 8 am on Wednesday October 6". AOS Judges wishing to
participate should contact the Judging Chair, Jim Rassmann (541 9972859, rassmann541@msn.com)
and notify him of their intent to judge as soon as they are able.

Lectures: Lectures on a great variety of orchid related subjects will be offered by the Colombian
Orchid Society (excellent translation services will be available) and by both the Odontoglossum and
Pleurothallid Alliances. The lecture topics and schedule will be announced later.

Excursions: The Colombian Orchid Society has arranged for a number of optional excursions in the
city and its environs. Participation can be arranged through the society office (Sociedad Colombiana de
Orquideologia) Telephones: (574) 212-8384 or (574) 263-3114. FAX: (574) 233-8952 or by e-mail at:
socorgui@une.net.co . Participation in all the excursions is limited and booked on a “first come” basis.
If you are interested you should book as soon as you are able.

Please note that excursions to several notable commercial orchid firms will be available. These are
spectacular collections not to be missed. Many commercial orchid firms in Colombia offer shipping
services to ensure that your purchases reach you at your US residence. Special arrangements are
under discussion to more easily and universally facilitate this. Additional information will be provided as
it becomes available.

For additional information contact Jim Rassmann by email at rassmann541@msn.com




Question for January:

What is your
best orchid
grooming tip?

Submit your tip to
pdxos-
beverly@comcast.net
by December 27, or
write it down and give
it to Beverly Kile at the
December
membership meeting.

What is the worst pest in your
orchid collection and how do
you protect your orchids
against it?

After a bit of coaxing | received
many wonderful tips to share with
you. Thanks so much for your
wonderful responses!

1) BUGS!!

Many types of bugs that find their
way into the greenhouse are easy
to eliminate. Mealy bugs (white),
Scale (look like brown warts), and
Aphids (a flying form migrates in
late fall) all can be disposed of
with one application of systemic
insecticide. It kills the adults that
are sap suckers and then the larva
that hatch later, no matter where
they hide. After many years of
maintaining a clean (bug free)
greenhouse, | discovered that |
had a population of chemical
resistant Aphids on one bench.
Changing to a different systemic
solved the problem in a day.

The tough bugs are Spider Mites
and White Flies. We have resorted
to purchasing predator wasps and
mites for control since the
offending bugs seem to be
resistant to chemicals. These are
brought in each fall when the
greenhouse gets closed up for the
winter. The good news is that
MERIT, a rather expensive newer
systemic seems far more effective
than anything else that we have

tried. So far, so good. These
critters have a strong preference for
soft leaved orchids such as the
intergenerics.

Slugs and snails are sneaky. They
operate at night. We ring the
greenhouse with 4% metaldehyde
water resistant slug bait several
times a year. Watch for slime trails.
I have been known to enter the
greenhouse around midnight with a
flashlight to check on activity at a
know trail location. Slugs frequently
return to the scene of the crime
(usually a flower) at night and a
snip of the scissors ends the hunt. |
don’t have an answer for the tiny
bush snails except transplant
frequently. Fortunately, they are not
much of a problem.

Terry Aitken, Vancouver, WA

2) Those dang gnats. | have
purchased several carnivore plants
to include with my orchids and they
really seem to help. Those are
really the only pests | have that
really really bother me. My eyes
get crossed when they are flying
around.

Bobbie Mohler

3) My worst pest is scale. | wipe the
leaves of the plants with a paper
towel soaked in rubbing alcohol.

Charles Powne

(continued on page 9)



(Continued from page 8)

4) One of the most frustrating pest problems
I've had recently is dealing with fungus gnats.
The little gnats can be spotted flying around
pots, but in their larval stage, the tiny worms
can cause damage to flowers and new root
tips. Of course the thing that attracts them in
the first place is when potting medium remains
too damp, and/or when the medium is too old
and is breaking down. Since they lay their
eggs below the surface of the damp medium,
in my case fir bark, insecticidal aerosol

bombs don't kill the eggs. It takes a thorough
drenching through the pots with an insecticide
such are Orthene, but one shot won't take care
of the problem. Since the insects are

present in several different stages at any given
time, the dosing must be done three or four
times at intervals of about three days. After
that, the "cure" is to keep the potting medium
from remaining too wet for long periods.

This is just another one of the really bad things
about retirement. Now that I'm away from
home traveling so much, | leave the automatic
watering system on, so things must simply
suffer with the weather. If it's hot, things dry
out too much. If it's cold and rainy (What!? In
Western Oregon?!) then all my plants remain
too wet and invite the little monsters like
fungus gnats. As | was sitting on a sunny
Indian Ocean beach recently, with a chilled
drink in hand, | said to myself, "Darn those
fungus gnats! Retirement is SUCH a cruel
fate to suffer!”

Bill Leonard

5) My worst enemy/pest in the greenhouse has
been slugs. Our greenhouse has a gravel floor &
has a 2 foot wood wall up the sides with double
poly. Even though Bob has tried to "seal" all
around the bottom of the foundation with plastic,
bark, mulch, etc, the slugs still seemtogetin!!!
| bought some of the slug bait from Greg at our
meeting and it's going in the greenhouse
tomorrow (Dec 1). I'm looking forward to great
results. | have used a slug spray put out by Lilly
Miller, and it seems to work pretty well. | usually
get it at Fred Meyers & spray it on my shelves
prior to putting any trays of orchids down. The
more protection the better ! !'!

Annette Rogers

6) Once and fortunately only once | had scale. It
was most evident on a Hawaiian orchid and a
fern that | was growing in the corner somewhere.

Luckily I caught it early and only a few plants has
the beginnings of an outbreak. Once | discovered
scale and the blood once again began to
circulate, | removed the plants and began a two
month spray program to rid myself of the air
borne nymphs that get the infestation into high
gear. The easier part was to ID the mature female
scale on the plants; however it was the flying
stage that had to be stopped.

| protect all my plants against scale by careful
inspection of any new plants and as always,
careful inspection of all existing plants during
careful and slow walk throughs of the
greenhouse. | am always looking for plants that
have a less than vigorous vibe. Once | notice
one, | try to zero in and take a very close look for
any kind of infestation, especially scale.

David Labovitz

1Continued on page 10)



Continued from page 9

7) The worst pest in the greenhouse has to be
mealybugs and scale. Mealybugs seem to be
like cancer--in a living creature, but suppressed
until there is stress. Stress in orchids can be
any of the following: plants in old mix for too
long, lack of humidity, not keeping up with
spraying for pests, purchasing plants that have
mealybugs/scale already but you can't see them
YET. Cattleyas seem to be especially
susceptible to them and once they take hold,
they get at the base of the growths and kill the
plant faster than you'd imagine. Since we've
had orchids since 1973 and have a large
collection of Cattleyas, it is imperative that we
curtail and eliminate them. When Marathon
came out, | tried it and liked it. Yes, itis
expensive and available only in a gallon
container, but it is a lifesaver when it comes to
caring for our Cattleyas so that we can enjoy
their blooms for years to come--1 don't have the
time to do a lot of spraying. You sprinkle some
on top of the media and it is a systemic. | also
put an orange tag in each plant with "M-" and
whatever date | treated it with Marathon so that |
won't forget to put more on in about six months,
sometimes earlier. | don't use it on Paphs, for
the most part, or many other genera. There is
something about Cattleyas that seems to make
them susceptible to mealybugs/scale while other
orchid genera, unless they are really stressed,
don't get them. The same goes for
Phalaenopsis. And, they are both warm
growers.

Second big pest, the past few years, has been
slugs--the little ones that hatch out--all year. We
need to do a lot of clean-up in our greenhouse
and | think that is a good way to lessen the
chance of getting slugs in the greenhouse. It is
interesting how you don't see them in the
daytime, but there they are on the plants after
dark. I recently bought a large sack of slug bait
with Methaldyhyde in it. For the most part, in the
greenhouse, many slug baits don't work as well
without this ingredient. It is poisonous and you

don't want animals around it, but it works. | put it
in cheap styrofoam dishes | got at K-Mart and
they gravitate to it. | got 19 the first night--many
less than an inch long! | put a dish near any
plants in bud--it's just wrong to work all year to
give a plant good culture in anticipation of
blooms and then these darn little buggers eat a
hole in the bud or travel all around the blooms
and eat them up when the plants finally reward
you for your efforts.

Granted, in a large collection, where you have a
life outside your greenhouse, it is difficult to keep
up with care; but, it's worth it when you see the
plants in bloom.

--Judy Barrick

8) The most hated pest in my greenhouse has to
be the Mealybug, Yuk!!!! | use rubbing alcohol in
a spray bottle. This kills them right away. | also
do thorough sprays with the Bayer Rose &
Flower insect killer about once a month.

Susan Heuer

9) Mealybugs are also my biggest pest problem.
But since we've had several ideas of dealing
with them | decided to do ants. Ants themselves
normally don’t do much harm to the orchids, but
they tend to raise and heard melies and scale.
Ant traps work fairly well, but I've found a
homemade remedy that seems to work even
better: Melt about 1/4 pound of candle wax, then
slowly stir in 1/4 cup sugar and 4 ounces boric
acid powder (available as 20 Mule Team

Borax). When thoroughly mixed, pour into a
shallow pan, creating a 1/4" to 1/2" thick slab.
Cut or break into chunks, and distribute around
the greenhouse. Be sure to keep this away from
children and animals (or anyone else that is
likely to try to eat it!.)

Beverly Kile



Courtesy of Ron Sellon:

Temperatrue Range: Day Night
Cool House: 55° 50°
Intermediate House: 58-65° 58°
Warm House: 68-73° 60°

On colder days, you can keep the temperature lower than this for some time without major harm to the
plants. If you go too low, you can cause damage to the plants. It helps to keep the greenhouse a little
on the dry side now. It takes less heat for the greenhouse when humidity is lower and not damp. One
way to do this is to water only a portion of the greenhouse at one time, rather than all of it at once. The
greenhouse has a better chance to dry out by night time this way.

By the end of the month we will have the winter solstice. That is when the sun is at its farthest point
south. We have the shortest day and longest night. Plants are unable, with the short days, to repair any
damage done to them (broken leaves, sunburn spots, etc.). Therefore, we need to care for the plants
with a bactericide or fungicide should any rot set in at this time (Phalaenopsis are especially susceptible
since cold weather is not their natural element.)

| you grow under lights, | ran across an article on number of hours you should leave your lights on.
During the summer months: 16-18 hours or longer; for spring and fall months: 14-16 hours; for winter
months: 10-12 hours. This time length depends on the genera you are growing. High light intensity
genera such as: Cattleya, Vanda, Scocenda and Phragmipedium, etc., may require longer hours than
those recommended.

As the year draws to a close you will have time to reflect on the success or failure of your efforts in the
past season and perhaps plan to change some of your procedures for next year. Don’t be afraid to try
something new, just don't change everything in case your new ideas aren’t as successful as you would
like.

< >" & ? -

Corporation. The designation is retroactive back to our date of filing which was
June 7, 2007. If you have made any donations to the society that you would like
to receive an income tax receipt for, please submit a request to our Treasurer,
Beverly Kile as soon as possible. You can obtain forms for submitting the receipt
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By Melba and Jim Butler, AOS Representatives for the Houston Orchid
Society

Orchid Trivia (from Norman’s Orchids Web site
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for our Spring Show. | know that we all have high hopes that certain plants might be in bloom. But, with
some planning, grooming, possible repotting, fertilizing and some TLC that certain plant or plants might
just be ready and blooming. If you have any questions regarding a specific plant and its care bring your
guestions and or plant to the membership meeting and we will make sure that they get answered.
Here’s wishing us all the best of luck in getting our plants ready.
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well as the orchid’s identity on a legible paper or note card with your orchids.

Members may also bring orchids they wish to sell to the monthly meetings. The plants should be
disease free, legibly labeled and priced. It is your responsibility to collect payments for your plants. Also
please keep the area clean and only sell and purchase plants before the meeting or at the break.
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At the November
meeting we had one
new member join.
He is Craig A.
Williams.

A &

We hope you
enjoyed the meeting
and look forward to
seeing you at the
December 11
Potluck, auction and

+ &'

meeting.

Several of the
members that joined
the Portland Orchid
Society at the Fall
Home and Garden
Show at Expo have
not been to a
meeting yet. Please
don’t be shy, we
would love to have
you come to the
meetings and get

& O

involved in the
Portland Orchid
Society. If you need
directions or any
other information or
encouragement,
please feel free to call
or email me.

Beverly Kile
Home: 503-656-9968
Office: 503-656-2609

Pdxos-beverly@comcast.net
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The Portland Orchid Society was established in June 2007 by a group of
local orchid enthusiasts with the common goal of creating an orchid society
that is fun, friendly, community minded and welcoming to all. The Portland
Orchid Society is a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation for the preservation and
education regarding orchids; by the extension of knowledge concerning the
ecology, conservation, preservation, science, cultivation, hybridization,
appreciation and uses of orchids, and to carry on such activities as may be
necessary or desirable to effectuate such purposes.

To further these goals we need the support of each and every member or
the Portland Orchid Society. We hope to involve all members in volunteer
positions for permanent committees, special event committees, board and
officer positions as they become available, etc. If you have a particular
interest please let one of the board members know.

Your Editor-Beverly Kile




