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The July 22 speaker will be Sam Tsui 
of Orchid Inn Ltd. speaking on Paph 
Culture (the same talk he gave at the 
World Orchid Conference in Florida 
earlier this year.) Sam grows 
“awesome” Paphs and Phrags which 
can be viewed on his website at: 
www.orchidinnusa.com Pre-orders 
can be made via the website or by 
phone at 309-662-2386 (be sure to let 

them know you are with the 
Portland Orchid Society and would 
like your order delivered at the July 
22nd meeting.) Sam is offering a 
10% discount on preorders and 
they must reach him by July 15 
(one week prior to the meeting.) 

See Page 2 for addition information 
about Sam Tsui and Orchid Inn. 
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Mark your calendar for August 26th 
when our membership meeting speaker 
will be Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley 
Orchids. Fred will be speaking on “New 
Hybrids with Catasetum, Cycnoches 
and Mormodes” (the same presentation 
Fred gave to the World Orchid 
Conference in Florida earlier this year.)  

Fred’s pioneering work in Catasetum 
intergeneric hybrids led to the 

development of several notable hybrids, 
most recently the grex, Fredclarkeara 
After Dark, which produced “the 
blackest flower ever witnessed”. This 
grex has received seven  FCC’s and 
three AM’s on the first flowers shown for 
judging!  

Preorder before August 25th from 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com or call 
(760)639-6255.  (See photos on pg. 2) 
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� Orchid Inn, Ltd is owned and operated by Sam Tsui and his wife Jeanie. We started growing orchids in the 

early 1980's and is always been our passion! Sam started breeding/hybridizing in the early 1990's and 
eventually started our home-commercial business "Orchid Inn" in our basement and greenhouses attached 
to our house. As the business grows, we purchased a six acres property and built our first commercial 
6,000 square greenhouse in 2004. 

In the past 10 years, Sam has been very active in the orchid world, traveling for shows, sales, and 
lecturing. At Orchid Inn, Ltd, we continue to specialize in Paphiopedilums and Phragmipediums. We 
particularly emphasize species, Brachypetalum, Parvisepalum and Multifloral hybrids. We only select the 
best, most vigorous parent plants in our collection for breeding/hybridizing. Occasionally, we select the 
best plants or flasks which are, we believe, outstanding example of their type from our friends around the 
world to improve our breeding stock.  

Our goal is to offer you quality plants at a reasonable price. We also offer good quality and large quantity of 
Paphiopedilums and Phragmipediums species and hybrids in flask. We currently produce 4,000 to 5,000 
flasks or approximately 100.000 seedlings annually. 

Visit our website at www.orchidinnusa.com  

Please be 
COURTEOUS 

to our Speakers! 

�

Grown by Fred 
Clarke of Sunset 
Valley Orchids 

our August 
speaker. 
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Hello all!  Well, summer is truly upon us and the area has really warmed up.  
My greenhouse has had days in the 90’s and the Miltoniopsis are struggling 
with the hot weather.  Spraying down the area during the day really helps.  
My greenhouse tells me that it needs a misting system, but my pocket book 
is saying wait! 

I want to remind all members that their dues are due and we certainly hope 
that you will join us for another year, and support this wonderful society.  
Beverly Kile will accept checks made out to the Portland Orchid Society, 
either at the next meeting or by mail.  Please, please renew and see what is 
in store for the coming year.  Our speakers have been the “cream of the 
crop”, world famous, and many speak at the World Orchid Conference!  
Sam Tsui is a famous paphiopedilium grower from the Orchid Inn, and will 
be at our next meeting.  You don’t want to miss hearing Sam speak on 
Paphiopediliums!  Go to his website and preorder, for delivery at our next 
meeting, and please remember to bring a friend to share the wonderful 
evening with. 

We are starting to plan for our October Expo show. 

It seems hard to believe that it is that time of the year again.  If you want to 
volunteer to work at this show, please call either Susan Heuer or myself, 
give us your name and phone number and tell us what you would like to be 
doing for the society at our show.  We need all the help we can get and also 
want to remind you to start grooming those orchids that will be in bloom for 
the show and sale. 

Well, I have (thank God) started to really get well from my illness and was 
able to attend the pizza party.  It was a lot of fun!  The pizza was great, and 
the salad was wonderful, not to mention the great chicken wings!  Our 
crowd was a little disappointing, but we had a very good time!  If you 
weren’t there, you were missed. 

I will see you at the July 22nd meeting!  Please come, pay your dues, and 
hear another grand speaker, brought in for your listening pleasure! 

 

Rob Lucas 

President - Portland Orchid Society 

(503) 493-2826 

portlandorchidsociety@yahoo.com  

unedited 
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Judging Report for July 6, 2008 

It was gorgeous outside, the garden was 
at its best and eight judges looked 
carefully at the four plants offered for 
judging; none were nominated.  We then 
convened around the table and discussed 
each plant in detail, consulting the 
electronic Awards Quarterly for previous 
awards and the current standards of form, 
color and the other important details of 
each plant.  This careful scrutiny serves to 
keep the judges current with the 
advancing standards of orchid awards.  
The judges were joined by two visitors, 
Jerry Romick and Becky Thompson, and 
Russ Leach, our site photographer. 

From time to time we also see plants that 
seem to be mis-labeled. While none of us 
are taxonomists and cannot give an 
official professional opinion, sometimes 
we have the same plant and can steer the 
owner in the right direction.  A plant 
labeled Eria convallaroides was shown 
and the general opinion was that it was 
probably not that but most likely another 
Eria. The final step would be to send 
detailed pictures of the plant and flowers 
to an official American Orchid Society 
taxonomist for a definitive opinion. 

Our deliberations were helped along by 
the donuts provided by John Banholzer 
from Astoria                                               

            Marcia Romick 

The Portland Orchid Society encourages 
all of our members to support the 

Oregon AOS Judging Center 

Next Judging is August 3rd 

�

Above: Judges discussing the plants 

Around the table clockwise from 12 o'clock is:  Linda Mitchell, 
site chair, Yamhill; Becky Thompson (behind Bill Mitchell), 
Salem;  Bill Mitchell, Yamhill;  John Banholzer, Astoria; Jim 
Rassman, Florence; Russ Leach, Silverton area; Marcia 
Romick, Eugene; Craig Williams, Tigard. (photo by Russ 
Leach) 

�
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  Oh Heavens above - I'm obsessed and I'm crazed 

More often than not I go about dazed 
My orchids have multiplied like rabbits in heat 
I try to contain them , but they've got me beat. 

I started out small - a gift from a friend - 
An innocent hobby - a fabulous trend - 

Soon my countertops were crammed and I added a rack 
And said "No more room!" - but my resolve was to crack. 

A greenhouse window was installed - and a Bay for good 
measure 

And, lo, skylights were added for the light that they 
treasure. 

The humidifier was next - and some fans for a breeze 
(cause the mold it was causing was making me sneeze!) 

I invested in Molly bolts and dozens of hooks 
To hang up my Vandas like I read in the books. 
Soon my shower and tub were filled to the brim 

(And my social life suffered, and became very dim). 

On the john I installed a fertilizer injector - 
A few couplings here and a hose to connect 'er. 

She works gosh darn well, though the output is small, 
But I have to go to the neighbors to heed nature's call. 

Throughout my kitchen - I pitched it all on a lark - 
(But I did save the oven for sterilizing bark) 

The cabinet doors had to go - they were abandoned with 
glee - 

Inside I put grow lights - what an ingenious me! 

Loud speakers are rigged to play a rainforest tune 
(The hoot of some monkeys, the cry of a loon) 
I'm sure the plants love it - they never complain 

(Which is more than I can say for my neighbors refrain...) 

I pilfered a street light from just down the road 
and put it on a timer in my humble abode - 

Now my rooms are aglow, and it's worth every watt 
But the cops raided my place - they suspect I grow 

pot! 

In my closet I’ve rigged up, by pulleys and chains, 
a gaggle of hoses and a series of drains. 

I sleep in a bunk bed with my clothes in some bags 
'Cause the top bunk houses my collection of 

Phrags. 

My plants take lots of time - but I don't need to fret - 
If there are plants to be purchased - there's always the 

NET. 
I find orchids to buy and chat with crazies like me 

They give good advice (and they don't charge a fee). 

If there's a program to join called "orchids ANON" 
I'd check myself in - I'd surely be drawn 

But alas - none exist - there's no hot line to dial - 
For most orchid fanatics are in denial. 

I'd build me a greenhouse, but I'm poor as a mouse 
You see - I just rent this apartment - I don't own a house . 

The landlord is coming to evict me next week  
(My neighbors below me claim their light fixtures leak). 

So here's my sad story, my little hobby gone mad, 
But I've met great new friends - and that's not so bad - 

In fact dear ol' friend, ol' buddy so true, 
I'd like very much to come live with you! 

By: Susan Fordyce      

  Reprinted with permission 

Arts Festival in the Forest  
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For more information go to 
http://www.marysyoungartsfestival.com/ 
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Submissions for all future submissions for the Portland Orchid Society 
Newsletter are due to the editor by the forth Friday  of each month. 
Submissions received after that date may not be included in the 
newsletter until the following month. Submissions may be emailed to 
pdxos-beverly@comcast.net or mailed to:   
Beverly Kile 
Portland Orchid Society 
P O Box 482 
West Linn, OR 97068 

�

The Portland Orchid Society is officially affiliated with the American 
Orchid Society (AOS). Susan Heuer is our representative and would be 
happy to answer any questions you might have concerning joining the 
American Orchid Society. 

Judy Barrick (a long time orchid grower) has kindly agreed to discuss the 
orchids on the display table at the monthly membership meeting. The 
discussion will be after the speaker and business meeting. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for beginning orchid enthusiasts to learn a 
bit more about the various beautiful orchids on display. Please join me in 
thanking Judy for this wonderful contribution to our membership 
meetings! 

Thank You Judy!!! 

Due to a very busy life Thea Riggs has resigned as Secretary of the 
Portland Orchid Society. Annette Rogers (formerly a Directory) has agreed 
to take over the responsibilities of Secretary. Annettes duties as a Director 
of the Society will be performed by Terry Aitken who is now a member of 
the Board of Directors.  

Thank you to Thea for her service on the board for the last year and to 
Annette and Terry for stepping forward to fill the vacancy. 
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Question for August: 

What are your favorite 
two or three 
Paphiopedilums and 
how do you grow 
them successfully? 

 

Submit your answer to 
the Question of the 
Month too pdxos-
beverly@comcast.net  
by July 31st, or write it 
down and give it to 
Beverly Kile at the 
July membership 
meeting. 

 

�

How do YOU successfully grow 
Phalaenopsis? I’d like to hear about potting 
mixes; how often you repot; amount of light; 
do you cut the bloom stem completely back 
when it finishes blooming; what kind of 
fertilizer do you use, how often and when; 
any special tricks? 
___________________________ 

Phalaenopis, I have found them to be the 
easier of the Orchids I have.  Mine are in a 
East window that gets morning sun, but 
since I have a front porch the amount of 
direct light is extremely minimal.  During the 
summer the leaves will get a bit of 
red around the edges, indicating (as I 
understand it) a bit too much sun.  But all in 
all they really like my front room. 
 
Re-potting I do not do very often at all, they 
seem to like staying in their pots. 
I only cut the bloom stem off after I am sure 
it will not push another bloom out the end, 
in other words I wait until the bloom stem 
starts to change color and die, then cut it 
off.  I try and let the plant pull as much as it 
can out of the bloom stem which is 
sometime hard, since we all like to cut off 
the not so pretty parts.  
 
I fertilize with Bio-Biz products almost every 
time I water, but I will also flush them once 
a month with just water.   
 
But I must give credit for what I know to my 
friends at the POS which includes all, but to 
name just a few (I still don't know 
everybody's name, sorry) Robin, Cheryl, 
Judy, Beverly, Susan, Rob, Ron, Brent, 
Greg, and Terry to name just a 
few.  THANK YOU ALL! 
Bobbie Mohler 

_____________________________ 

My Phals.  do well with neglect I guess.  I 
only water once a week and they're on 
humidity trays,  I should repot some of them 
this summer or I'll be killing them.  I prefer 
the medium to coarse bark for potting 
mixture.  I fertilize when I remember to in 
the spring and summer.  The bloom stems 

after the blooms fall off  I generally 
leave alone and usually they grow 
more blooms later from the tip, or I trim 
back to the second to the last bloom 
down the stalk to encourage branching 
for more blooms.  Only if the bloom 
stalk turns straw colored(dead) do I cut 
it all the way back to the plant . 
Hal Shrauger 
G___________________________ 
I do things differently with my phaleos. 
I kind of just let them hang out and do 
their own thing in between the foliage 
plants. I liquid fertilize them 5 - 6 times 
a year and keep them pretty wet with  
drenching and misting. I am 
experimenting with growing them on 
cork with moss, in bark, and also the 
ceramic pellets. The pellet mixes of all  
need the most watering but they seem 
very happy in this mix. I try to water 
them first to prime the roots and then 
come back to the pot once again just 
before I am done in the greenhouse. 
The pellet mix is also in one of those 6" 
black plastic screen baskets and it 
seems to like it very much. For the 
mossed ones in pots, I am leery about 
since I often am guessing that the 
water is all the way in the middle and 
then I fret that it is too soggy and will 
rot off. Go know! They like the cork too.  
I have been VERY cautious of the soil 
mixes that some of the better plants 
come in. The grower is certainly an 
over the top expert, but I have to 
monitor the moisture too closely in my 
very mixed plant environment. 
David Labovitz 

____________________________ 

I find they compost well. 
Sean McMillan    �  
____________________________ 
�I don't have any advice on 
successfully growing Phaeleonopsis.  I 
have one that is blooming often, but I'm 
sure it is just luck.  �
Dee Burkey 
�

 (continued on next page) 
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I don't have many phalaenopsis, and the few I have 
aren't particularly well-grown, so I'll leave most of the 
advice up to those who do better.  However, for people 
like myself who try to grow just a few phalaenopsis mixed 
in with many other genera, I've found the following ideas 
useful.  I keep my greenhouse WAY too cool for 
phalaenopsis to be happy, (Sorry, NW Natural Gas, but 
I'd rather buy wine with what I save by turning the 
thermostat down!) so I have to be very careful when 
watering.  I try not to get any water into the crowns of the 
plants, but if I accidentally do splash, I dry them with 
paper towels.  Also, if the weather remains very dark and 
cool, I go longer between waterings, doing so only when 
the pots have become completely dry.  Growing under 
such non-ideal cool conditions also requires the regular 
use of a good fungicide/bactericide such as Physan 20.  
By being very careful, phalaenopsis can be kept alive 
and healthy throughout the winter in a cool growing area, 
but once bloom spikes have been initiated, the proverbial 
bullet has to be bitten, and the temperature raised a bit to 
keep the spikes from rotting as they are very tender when 
in the formation stage.  Bur better yet for growing 
phalaenopsis would be to buy a winning lottery ticket and 
keep the greenhouse above 60 F all winter.    
Bill Leonard 

_________________________________________ 

The mix I use for Phalaenopsis is usually some medium 
and small bark, sponge rock, some chopped up 
sphagnum moss, (or some Pro-Gro peat type mix).  
Black Gold makes an orchid potting mix that works well, 
however, I add more sponge rock and small bark to it.  I 
know phals like to be repotted every year but that just 
hasn't been happening.  I know I am not alone on this! ! !   
  
We fertilize every week, 1/4 strength, using different 
fertilizers:  Miracle Gro, Miracid, Eleanor's, and Bio-
Bloom (1 for blooming & 1 for growth).  I change 
periodically.   
  
I cut the bloom spike, after flowering, to below the last 
flowering node, just above an unflowered node.  
Sometimes the bloom spike turns brown so I just cut it all 
the way off.  After the original spike has grown a couple 
of side spikes I cut it all the way off to let the plant 
recover to bloom again. 
  
We have a double-poly greenhouse with bubble wrap 
insulation.  We have 60% shade cloth on now and 
everything seems to like it.  I have dendrobiums, vandas, 
phals, paphs and other species, mounted and 
unmounted.  They all seem to be fine with these 
conditions and bloom. 
 Annette Rogers 

Here is my take on growing Phaelanopsis!  For me, they 
are the easiest of all orchids to grow and bloom.  I grow 
mine in the greenhouse on the west wall and they get 
pretty bright light.  I have about 200 I would guess, and 
nearly all are different - few duplications!  My potting mix 
for mature plants is medium fir bark, 3 parts of bark and 1 
part of medium pearlite, presoaked under water to allow it 
to absorb into the mix, for at least 24 hours..  I repot 
about every 2 years, after they go out of bloom.  I fertilize 
about once a month, but they probably would like it more 
often.  My plants are fairly large and many grow in gallon 
pots, as they reach that size and usually don't get much 
bigger.  No Phaelanopsis that I know of needs a pot 
larger than a short gallon or regular gallon plastic pot.  
The nice thing about them is that when they are really 
mature, they can have more than one bloom spike and if 
I bring them in the house, they will stay in bloom for nine 
months. 
 
In the greenhouse, I drench water them weekly and I use 
Cal Mag water soluable fertilizer.  It is 15-3-18 and they 
grow very large and dark green with this care.  They start 
spiking in the early Spring as the days start to get sunnier 
and in the greenhouse they start to go out of bloom 
usually by late June or early July, when it starts to get 
really hot..  They last much longer in the temperature 
range of the house rather than the heat and cold 
extremes of the greenhouse, but they grow very well in 
my greenhouse and are gorgeous.  The bloom spikes get 
cut back to the point that turns brown.  If part of the stem 
stays green, then I cut back only just above the green 
and they usually bloom and get new spikes and also 
branch from the old growths.  

You can't miss with Phaelanopsis - very easy to grow and 
last for months..  I use insect bombs 2 or 3 times per year 
and they stay insect free.  They are tuff and can be 
sprayed with most insecticides - if fairly mild solutions. 
Rob Lucas 

_____________________________________________ 

I would like to thank each of you for submitting such 
thoughtful responses to this month’s question. In addition 
to the previous two pages of answers I received a 
wonderful and lengthy article from Judy Barrick 
concerning Phalaenopsis and her history with them which 
appears as a separate article on pages 16 & 17 of this 
newsletter. Thanks again! 

Beverly Kile 
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Most of your plants will have almost matured their new growths by the end of this month. Care should be 
taken in watering to assure even distribution of moisture. Maintain good humidity to prevent dehydration of 
plant growth due to higher temperatures. Frequent misting of plants and floor can be done but care must 
be exercised to avoid overwatering. You can use a fog nozzle. If you spray leaf areas that have become 
very hot the cells will rupture and rot will develop. It is best to water early in the day before it gets hot 
outside.   

As the growths are maturing, you can start alternating with lower nitrogen fertilizer like 10-30-10 at a rate 
of ½ tsp. per gallon to encourage development of bloom spikes. Still continue to use the 30-10-10 but 
change back and forth. 

During this time when temperatures are warmer, it might be a good time to consider lining the greenhouse 
for protection for the coming winter months. Or, maybe just a good general housecleaning is in order. 
Removing the algae build-up-with diluted bleach or Physan on the plastic. You can also take your heaters 
and check them over and oil or clean them up for fall and winter use. You could make any repairs, etc., 
that might be needed while the weather is warm outside. If it’s been a while since you have checked for 
orchid pests, you should go around and check for them. You should check for things like aphids, 
mealybugs, scale, spider mites, slugs, snails and others. If any are found, treat them immediately. 

CATTLETYA: Continue water and fertilizer until buds show, then decrease watering until bloom is 
completed. 

PAPHIOPEDILUM: Good shade and humidity maintained will aid good growth. If you fertilize, do so at one 
quarter strength on a regular basis. They are not heavy feeders. 

CYMBIDIUM: As growths start to mature, start fertilizing regularly with a low nitrogen fertilizer like 10-30-
20 at ½ tsp. per gallon. They need good ventilation and should be kept well watered. 

PHALAENOPSIS: Keep well watered. Continue to fertilize with high nitrogen fertilizer. Continue to keep 
well shaded. 

ONCIDIUM ALLIANCE: If grown on a slab, be sure to keep plant well misted daily and fertilize regularly. 

PLANTS OUTSIDE: Make sure you keep them well watered and fertilized on a regular basis. Most people 
tend to forget to fertilize plants when they are set outside in the yard. Check to see the sun is still filtered 
to some extent. Also check for spider mites. 

Volunteers Needed  
August 16-17 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM 

Volunteers are needed for the Portland Orchid Society booth at Art Festival in the Forest at Mary S. Young 
park in West Linn. We will be selling a few items for the benefit of the Portland Orchid Society as well as 
informing visitors about orchids and the Portland Orchid Society 
.  
Please contact Beverly Kile at pdxos-beverly@comcast.net or phone 503-656-9968 (evenings and 
weekends) for more information or to volunteer. There will also be a sign-up sheet at the July Membership 
Meeting.  
 
I hope to have at least one experienced grower/member and one newer member for each 2-4 hour shift. 
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Most Phalaenopsis orchids will bloom for quite a long time, some up to six months on one inflorescence. 
Depending upon their ancestry some will put out side shoots from their main inflorescence (blooming stem) 
and continue on blooming. As long as the inflorescence is green you have a chance to keep it blooming. 
Cut back the stem to the third or fourth spot where a bloom was attached (called a node). These nodes are 
apparent on the stem by a triangular marking on the bloom stalk. If you want to grow and re-bloom the 
plant, you will need to cut off even blooming inflorescences in June or July or some plants will simply 
bloom themselves to death and never rebloom.  
 
If the inflorescence is turning yellow, then the plant has finished blooming and the stalk should be cut back 
close to the bottom of the plant. Put a little cinnamon powder on the cut to keep from getting rot there. 
Then let the plant grow naturally to store up enough energy to bloom again. 
 
As the temperatures start to moderate in the fall your orchid will need about a month of cool evening 
temperatures in order to set a new inflorescence. Most hobby growers simply put them outside during the 
night for that period, or open a window in the growing area so that cooler temperatures can encourage the 
plant. The ideal temperature will be in the 55 degree Fahrenheit, or 13 degree Centigrade, area. Continue 
with these cool nights until you see an upward growing all green growth. It somewhat resembles a root 
growth but the color is different and you can make out a slightly rounded area at the growing tip rather than 
the pointed tip of a root. 
 
Once the inflorescence has started you can stop the cool night treatments since the plant will continue to 
grow the flower stalk. As the inflorescence grows to about 6 inches, or 15 centimeters high, stake it to 
control the inflorescence. Be very careful of keeping the plant facing the same direction in relationship to 
the sun or the flowers will be poorly spaced on the stem. A good suggestion is to move the name tag to the 
side of the pot facing the sun so that when you move the plant for watering you can simply put that side 
back toward the light source. As the flower buds grow try to keep the humidity up around the plant. Many 
home growers have lost flowers due to low humidity -- this is called “bud blast.” The buds simply dry up 
and fall off.  
 
Then sit back and enjoy your beautiful flowers for three or four months! Phals are one of the most 
enjoyable orchids because they reward you for so long with their lovely flowers.  

By: Susan Taylor BellaOnline's Orchids Editor - Reprinted with permission 

All annual membership dues are due NOW. 
$15 for an individual 

$20 for a family 
or $200 for a lifetime membership and never pay dues again. 

See Beverly Kile to pay your 2008-2009 dues now. 
See page 19 for a 

Renewal Form 
�
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This is the second in a series of articles for the Beginner or Novice orchid grower. I’ll be writing them 
based on things I’ve learned over the past three-four years since I personally started growing orchids. If 
you are a beginner and have specific questions, forward them to me at pdxos-beverly@comcast.net. 

There is a lot of information in this issue of the Portland Orchid Society Newsletter concerning the growing 
and care of Phalaenopsis. I’m sure if you read all of it you will find a number of different ways other 
members successfully (or maybe not so successfully) grow Phals. As with so many things concerning 
orchids there are lots of ways to grow them and what works wonderfully for one grower may not work at 
all for another. The biggest differences have to do with your growing environment and your personal 
preferences.  

Growing Phals on a window ledge or under lights is quite different than growing them in a greenhouse; 
growing in an east or south facing window can be different than growing in a north or west facing window 
and/or under lights; growing in an intermediate to warm greenhouse is different than a greenhouse that is 
kept a bit cooler in the winter. People that like to “fuss” over their orchids daily may have more success 
with orchids that like a lot of water such as Phragmepedilums or Draculas; while people that have busy 
schedules and can only “play” with their orchids on the weekends may do better with orchids that prefer to 
dry out between watering such as Cattleyas or Dendrobiums. 

To successfully grow any orchid you need to provide it with conditions as similar to those in its native 
habitat as possible for species; however many hybrids have been bred to be more tolerant of a wider 
variety of conditions. As a beginner grower it is tempting to purchase plants based on their beauty rather 
than the conditions you can provide them. This can lead to a lot of frustration.  

Purchasing orchids in bloom (if you can afford it) allows you to see exactly what the bloom looks like and 
usually means it is a healthy well established orchid. You can enjoy the bloom now and then with the 
proper care will be able to enjoy the blooms again in several months to a year. Purchasing seedlings is 
much more economical, however many seedlings can take 5-6 years to bloom or even longer. It can thus 
be difficult to know whether you aren’t providing the right “conditions” for it to bloom or if the plant just isn’t 
mature enough yet. If you are a patient person nurturing a seedling for several years and eventually 
getting a lovely bloom is quite rewarding. 

When purchasing a new orchid be aware of the general cultural requirements of the orchid prior to the 
purchase and be sure you are able to provide those requirements. Although orchids are available at the 
“big box” stores, garden centers and even grocery stores today; those locations typically aren’t going to 
be much help in providing real culture information. Alternatively purchasing from a local grower at their 
greenhouse or at an orchid society meeting and/or show allows you to obtain real information from the 
grower that has been growing the orchid successfully.  

Remember figure out what conditions you can provide then obtain orchids that will thrive under those 
conditions!  

If you are a true orchid “addict” as I am, keeping your orchids happy will help keep you happy �  

Beverly Kile – pdxos-beverly@comcast.net 

�
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The Portland Orchid Society monthly 
membership meeting is held on the fourth  
Tuesday of each month. The last Tuesday of 
the month may or may not be the same at the 
fourth Tuesday 

�

The Portland Orchid Society now sells  

1 quart bag: $1.00 1 gal. bag $3.50 

4&�=�

Member to Member 
 
If you have something you would like to trade, 
sell or even give away, have it listed in this 
column by submitting it to the editor, Beverly 
Kile at pdxos-beverly@comcast.net  
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The Portland Orchid Society is pleased to have an Orchid Book lending library available to our members. 
The selection is currently limited, but over time additional books and magazines will be added. We currently 
have “Orchids” and “Orchid Digest” magazines as well as a few books. A list will be posted to the website 
soon. Books and/or magazines may be checked out by members at any membership meeting and must be 
returned at the next meeting. Beverly Kile will have them available at the Newsletter/Accounting desk. If you 
have books to donate they would be greatly appreciated. 

July  Membership Meeting Goodies  
Desserts, snacks, or other treats are being provided 

 at the July meeting by: 
Hal Shrauger 

Robin Richardson 
 

 

Membership Cards will be available to all members at the monthly membership meetings. The membership card not 
only identifies the owner as a member in good standing of the Portland Orchid Society, but also is worth discounts at 
various businesses which will be published in the Portland Orchid Society Newsletter on a regular basis.  

If you own or know of a business that would be willing to provide a discount or other special service to members of the 
Portland Orchid Society, please notify Beverly Kile (pdxos-beverly@comcast.net) of the specifics. 

Membership Card Discounts as of July 10, 2008 

Urban Flora – 10% discount to Portland Orchid Society Members 
Northern Lights – 10% discount to Portland Orchid Society Members 
The Computer Lady (Beverly Kile) – 10% discount on any in shop computer service (parts not included) 

Don’t forget to pick up your card at the July meeting! 

Name badges are also available. Each member will be provided one name badge and they are responsible for its 
safekeeping. A box will be provided if you would prefer to leave yours in the box and pick it up again at the meeting 
each month. Replacement name badges will be available for a fee or permanent ones may be ordered at your cost. 
See Beverly for more information. 
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A sad note from AOS Headquarters dated July 10, 2008: 

As you may be aware, Carlos Fighetti lost his wife Tere on Saturday to a tragic heart 
attack.  Everyone is shocked by the loss of such a wonderful wife, person and friend.  
Carlos is coping with the loss with the help of his children.  �
��
I have been asked to convey that there will be a private funeral service. A  Memorial 
mass will be held on Friday, July 11, 2008 at the Sacred Heart College Church in San 
Juan at 6:00 PM.  While Carlos would love to see his many friends there, he would 
prefer to have you donate to the Heritage Collection of the American Orchid Society 
instead. Tere was quite impressed with the idea of preserving the special orchid 
species and hybrids that are the foundation of our hobby and commercial business�
���
An outpouring of donations in her name would be a lasting way to remember this 
gracious person who, through her patience and understanding gave us her husband 
and friend to lead the revitalization of the AOS.  Please consider this approach as a  
way of giving Carlos your expression of sympathy for his loss. 
 
Carol Holdren 
AOS Volunteer 
Trustee 
Affiliated Societies Committee 
AOS Public Garden Committee 

(Editor’s Note: For those unfamiliar with the AOS hierarchy Carlos Fighetti is 
the President of the American Orchid Society.) 

�

Upcoming Events:  
 
July 18th-21st 
7th Native Orchid Conference at WV University 
 
July 22 nd 
Portland Orchid Society meeting 
Speaker Sam Tsui of Orchid Inn speaking on Paph cul ture 
 
August 16 th-17th 
Arts Festival in the Forest, Mary S. Young Park in West Linn. The 
Portland Orchid Society will have a booth.  
 
August 26 th 
Portland Orchid Society meeting 
Speaker Fred Clarke of Sunset Valley Orhids 
Speaking on: “New Hybrids with Catasetum, Cycnoches  and 
Mormodes” 
 
October 2nd – 5th 
Portland Orchid Society Fall Show 
Portland EXPO Center 
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All members of the Portland Orchid Society are encouraged to bring their favorite currently blooming 
orchids to the monthly membership meetings to display on the Show Table. Please note your identity as 
well as the orchid’s identity on a legible paper or note card with your orchids. 

Members may also bring orchids they wish to sell to the monthly meetings. The plants should be 
disease free, legibly labeled and priced. It is your responsibility to collect payments for your plants. Also 
please keep the area clean and only sell and purchase plants before the meeting or at the break. 

Although there were lots of wonderful orchids on di splay at the May meeting, I regret that I failed to  
bring my camera. Consequently, no photos. 
 
If you have a digital camera and would be willing t o bring it to the meeting to snap some photos for 
the newsletter it would be greatly appreciated.  
 

Actually, I’m begging for “HELP”. 
 
Charles Powne was taking photos before he relocated  to Canada and Bill Streiner was taking them 
until his work schedule changed so he can’t make it  to meetings. Now I need YOU!! Just let me 
know of your willingness and I’ll give you all the information you will need. 
 
Thanks so much – Beverly Kile (pdxos-beverly@comcas t.net) 
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Mark your calendars!  
The Portland Orchid Society’s Fall Show & Sale at E XPO 

Will be on 
October 2-5 

�

�

 

ORCHID DIGEST CORPORATION 
�

At their January 2008 annual meeting the Orchid Digest Corporation accepted the Portland Orchid 
Society as an affiliated society. 

For information concerning joining the Orchid Digest Corporation see Susan Heuer our ODC 
representative. 
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Back in "the old days" when Brad and I first started with orchids when we went on our honeymoon to the Hawaiian 
Islands in 1973, growing orchids in the home was unheard of--we were possibly the first to get an orchid awarded, 
grown under lights in our home.  One didn't have the Internet easily available for information on how to grow orchids, 
either.  Quite frankly, the Oregon Orchid Society YOUR FIRST ORCHIDS AND HOW TO GROW THEM was a very 
necessary publication, and inexpensive, on how to grow orchids. 

We bought our first orchid, a Cattleya hybrid, on the Island of Hawaii--we saw a man at Captain Cook, not far from 
where we were staying, on the West side of the island, watering his plants so we drove down the long driveway to 
check it out--and it was very early Sunday morning as we had gotten up early to drive to Hilo. W e bought our first 
orchid and some Hawaiian leis for our Moms.  The Cattleya had to go through quarantine to the mainland so when we 
got it, the flower was gone, and it was potted in macadamia nut shells!  The leis we had put in our suitcase and our 
luggage went to Japan so we got the leis days later--all brown and ugly!  That was disappointing, but the orchid--which 
didn't survive to bloom again--started us on the road to growing orchids by the hundreds, maybe thousands. 
 
You may find it hard to believe now, but we were almost the gurus of Phalaenopsis during the 1970's and 1980's, in the 
Northwest.  We were often criticized for only having one genera in our orchid show displays--Phalaenopsis.  The first 
orchid we got awarded was at the Seattle Show in about 1978--Phal. Memoria Julian Aherrera 'Barrick' HCC/AOS--it 
was a cross of a full-shaped flat white, Phal. Lady Doreen 'Ellen' AM/AOS, and the Phal. species, Phal. sumatrana, 
yellow form.  We bought it in bloom at Ray Hardy's Orchids Unlimited in Tacoma, WA (we lived in Everett, WA then in 
an apartment) and Brad made the final decision from probably 30 plants in bloom.  Ray would buy wholesale 
Phalaenopsis plants from Richela Orchids, in Hawaii--they are no longer in business. The awarded flower was a full 
star-shaped light yellow, flat flower, with minute dots in almost a purple/pink color--and there were lots of them on the 
flowers.  This cross became the rage and Jim Riopelle got one also and got it awarded.  Phal. Lady Doreen 'Ellen' 
AM/AOS was a superb white parent with full shape and excellent presence--you crossed it with anything and it 
produced offspring with its' full shape and the other parent's coloring and markings. 
 
You probably won't believe this, but I just repotted a stem prop that Bill Mitchell (Sky Island Orchids) made for me 
years ago of Phal. Julian Aherrera 'Barrick' HCC/AOS--I still have that plant, in the form of a stem prop, alive and it has 
bloomed and still is a good flower.  The original plant got crown rot and died so I was very glad Bill did the stem prop 
for me.  Stem props are made from the bloom spikes--they are treated with a chemical and the new plant comes out 
identical to the original plant at the nodes--often more than one plant will form.  You can also try putting a green stem, 
after or while in bloom, into a beer bottle (should be dark glass) and you may possibly be lucky and have a plant form--
I've done this many times.  It used to be one of the few ways we could get more orchid plants back years ago.  It takes 
two years or so and you need to remember to change the water about every week or so to keep it fresh.  It's amazing 
how a stem can create new plants just in water like this. 
 
I also put in a display at the Seattle Show--the same show at which we got the HCC on the Phal hybrid--of  (continued) 
Phalaenopsis species and made a large board with a map on it and pins from the photo for each species and the 
location of its' natural habitat.  I also had a lot of the Phal. species there, in bloom, in front of the board and the color 
5x7 photos of species.  The display won a Bronze Medal Certificate from the AOS!  I didn't know it would even be 
considered for an award so any points taken off were because I did not have the correct name on a different genera in 
a photo I had used of how an orchid grows in a tree--it was not a Phalaenopsis.. 
 
Being asked to speak took me by surprise!  I wasn't a Judge, nor a noted hybridizer of Phalaenopsis so felt honored to 
be asked to make such a presentation.  We had been showing a lot of yellow Phals and had visited John Ewing in 
California who did a lot of novelty breeding back then, using lots of different species.  We brought back flasks and 
compots and bloomed those out and showed them.  It is hard to imagine now how new Yellow Phalaenopsis hybrids 
were back in the 70's, early 80's.  Hybridizers were just learning what worked and what didn't work in making yellow 
hybrids--trying to achieve non-fading yellows and also achieve round, full shaped flowers--preferably a lot of flowers.    

And the AOS Judges in our Region wanted to learn more about how to judge the Yellow Phalaenopsis--what species 
created the color in the hybrids, etc.  I used my own slides of our plants as well as those from the AOS of awarded 
clones and also prepared a chart starting with the first yellow crosses and going forward--which wasn't very far forward 
then!  I also had questions for the Judges to test what they had learned.      (continued on next page) 
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� We were considered the gurus of Phalaenopsis back then, simply because we grew a lot of them and took a lot of them 

to the shows--and were young and very enthusiastic!  We got several awards on yellow species as well as an award on 
Phal. Golden Bells 'Delight' HCC/AOS--which was a clone already widely sold and in the trade and from Carter & 
Holmes Orchids--however, it was hybridized by H.P. Norton, Orchidview.  Carter & Holmes put the info about this award 
in the next catalog they put out.  The award to Phal. Golden Bells 'Delight' HCC/AOS was given at an Oregon Orchid 
Society Show in a display Ron Sellon and I put together.  I bought the plant as a seedling from an OOS member and 
that plant was extremely vigorous and put up two big spikes of flowers in a few years.  Often I had heard that the AOS 
Judges would NEVER award a meristem--but they made an exception on this plant in awarding it with an HCC! 
 
These days the majority of Phalaenopsis and Doritaenopsis come from China and Taiwan as potted plants.  They 
meristem plants, all from the original crosses in the U.S. years ago that they bred on, and then grow them under 
specific cultural conditions (regulated by computers) and sell them to huge big box stores, etc., and we see them at 
Fred Meyer, Costco, Home Depot, etc.  I've always wondered if they forced large numbers of flowers on them with 
chemicals because it seems that after they bloom, they often go downhill and die prematurely.  And you never know 
what conditions the plants had in the stores which were detrimental, too, of course.   
 
One of the most important things about Phals is that they really should be a minimum of 65 to 68 degrees at night.  
Everyone used to keep their homes warmer so the Phals then did better.  These days temperatures in the 50's at night 
are often too cold for Phals and they develop crown rot.  However, don't throw them out if they do--they often have the 
will to live and will put up side shoots and make a new plant.  Phals also like warm days--about 70 to 85 degrees.  They 
also like gentle air movement and humidity about 60% or higher, but always remember to have air circulation to prevent 
rot spores from growing on the plants or flowers when they are in bloom.  And often it is suggested that plants be tipped 
a bit so that water and condensation won't collect in the crowns. 
 
I don't think our orchid bark is as good as it used to be either.  There are no longer the old-growth trees with the good 
layer of bark on them these days.  We use fine bark on small plants and medium on larger plants.  I add in large perlite, 
large charcoal, oyster shell (chickens use it to produce shells that won't break so easily) and occasionally I will add a 
handful of Sunshine Mix #4 which has some fertilizer in it and seems to stimulate the Phals to grow really well to get 
ready for the next blooming season. 
 
There are countless books and articles about growing Phalaenopsis these days and it is good to read as many as you 
can and then ask a fellow orchid grower what they might think.  Phalaenopsis take about five years to bloom from 
seedlings so you need to be patient.  If you get a plant as a gift or buy it for yourself as a gift (good idea!), you should 
cut the old bloom stem at the base of the plant (nothing says "novice" like dead spikes left on an orchid plant!) and 
probably repot the plant into new orchid medium--try to do this in the Spring.  I never have any luck repotting in the Fall-
-at least if it is a favorite plant or one I really don't want to die.  Even with some new growth coming in the Fall, it is best 
to wait until about February or March of the next year to do any repotting.  If they are not in active growth, the plant will 
look fine as you let it dry off a little to stimulate root growth, but then the leaves fall off and the base of the plant just 
dries off and dies.  I make myself wait to repot until Spring or right after blooming in the Spring.  Phalaenopsis should 
be repotted probably every two years.   
 
If you are one of those who wants to try to bloom a plant on old stems, then leave them on but cut back about two or 
more nodes from where the plant had the last flower.  If all goes well, it will either throw out a bloom spike and bloom 
again next February or March or it will make a "keiki" or baby plant.  If it makes another plant, you need to leave it on for 
a good two to three years and make sure it has three or more roots on it that are at least two inches long, with good 
healthy root tips.  Run the plant under water to soften the roots and make them more pliable and then pot the plant up 
in mix, preferably in the Spring. 
 
Phals can become victims of Mealybug and Scale, Mites and whatever, so it might be a good idea to purchase a copy 
of the AOS book on pests and diseases and/or borrow a book from the Society library on the subject.  In the home 
usually Safer's Soap or other sprays made for indoors should be enough to get any bugs that might decide to start in on 
your Phal.  These products change so fast that I'm not going to suggest any specific ones--ask fellow orchid society 
members. 
--Judy Barrick (Barrick Orchids) 
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Newsletter Editor  
Beverly Kile 
P O Box 482 
West Linn, OR 97068 
 
Phone: 
503-656-2609 (Day) 
503-656-9968 (Evening) 
 
Fax 
503-656-2611 
 
Email 
pdxos-
beverly@comcast.net  

Visit us on the Web!  
�
www.portlandorchidsociety.org  

�

The Portland Orchid Society was established in June 2007 by a group 
of local orchid enthusiasts with the common goal of creating an orchid 
society that is fun, friendly, community minded and welcoming to all. 
The Portland Orchid Society is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation for 
the preservation and education regarding orchids; by the extension of 
knowledge concerning the ecology, conservation, preservation, 
science, cultivation, hybridization, appreciation and uses of orchids, 
and to carry on such activities as may be necessary or desirable to 
effectuate such purposes. 
 
To further these goals we need the support of each and every member 
or the Portland Orchid Society. We hope to involve all members in 
volunteer positions for permanent committees, special event 
committees, board and officer positions as they become available, etc. 
If you have a particular interest please let one of the board members 
know. 
 
Your Editor-Beverly Kile 

There were no new members in 
May however many of the new 
members from February have not 
been to a membership meeting yet. 
Please don’t be shy or feel you don’t 
know enough about orchids to 
attend. All you need is a love or 
appreciation of orchids and a desire 
to know more. 

We look forward to seeing you at 
the July 22nd meeting. 

For those of you that are interested 
in getting more involved, there are  

many things you can do by serving 
on various committees, bringing 
desserts or snacks to the meetings 
or helping with setup and tear down.   
If you need directions or any other 
information or encouragement, 
please feel free to call or email me. 

Beverly Kile 

Home: 503-656-9968 

Office: 503-656-2609 

Email: pdxos-beverly@comcast.net 
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Portland Orchid Society Membership Renewal Form  

 
MEMBERSHIP:  INDIVIDUAL ($15)  FAMILY  ($20) 

MEMBER NAME: ______________________________ 

JOINT MEMBER: ______________________________ 

 
Please make your check payable to “Portland 
Orchid Society” and bring it to the July meeting. 
Alternatively, mail the completed form and payment 
to: 
         Portland Orchid Society 
         C/O Beverly Kile 
          P.O. Box 482 
          West Linn, OR 97068 
 
 
Are you a member of:  

          American Orchid Society? ____________ 

          Orchid Digest Corp.?         ____________ 

         Other orchid societies? If so which one(s)? 

        ___________________________________ 

Have you moved or changed p hone numbers or 
email addresses?  If so, complete below. This 
information will appear in the Society directory 
that will be produced and distributed to members 
periodically. Newsletters and other 
announcements will be emailed, consequently 
please include your current email address. 
 
ADDRESS: ___________________________________ 

CITY: ______________ STATE: ____ ZIP: __________ 

PHONE (including area code): _________________________ 

Email address: _____________________________________ 

If joint membership, would you like a separate email 
address for the second member?  
 
2ND Email: _______________________________________ 

Are you willing and available to volunteer for various 
functions and/or committees? __________ 
 
Particular interests for future programs: __________ 
__________________________________________ 
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Clip the below reminders and post them on your refrigerator, calendar or wherever you post reminders of 
important events. 

We are looking forward to seeing YOU at the July and August meetings! 
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