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Bill Leonard, of Oregon City and a 
member of the Portland Orchid 
Society will be our November 
speaker. Bill will speak on Cattleya 
species and how they affect hybrids. 
 
Bill has received 62 AOS awards over 
the years and has registered nearly 100 
hybrids. 
 
Be prepared for a fun, interesting and 
informative presentation. 
 
The photo at right is Cattleya 
schilleriana Hoodview for which  Bill 
received a 76 point HCC/AOS in 2002 

No meeting on December 
23rd!  Instead come to our 2nd 
annual Holiday Potluck and 
auction. Same time and same 
location as our normal 
monthly meetings.  
 
Bring your favorite holiday 
food to share as well as a 
good appetite and your 
checkbook to bid on the 
wonderful items to be 
auctioned. 
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November Speaker Bill Leonard 
 

 As a native Oregonian raised on a ranch in the mountains of southern Oregon, I learned from my parents to 
appreciate and protect nature.  Although we never had much money, my father refused to allow any logging 
within a large stand of virgin timber on the ranch, as he treasured the serenity and beauty of the populations 
of calypso, corallorhiza, and goodyera orchids, as well as trilliums and other native plants.  While attending 
the University of Oregon to earn degrees in music, I frequently strolled through the vast commercial 
greenhouses of Chase Gardens in Eugene, to be overwhelmed by the long benches packed with blooming 
cattleyas and cymbidiums for the cut-flower trade.  But at that time I had little idea of the amazing diversity 
the orchid world had to offer.    
  
After several years of teaching music in Eugene I moved to Germany to do post-graduate studies in clarinet 
performance at the NW German Conservatory of Music in Detmold.  It was during those three years that I 
had the opportunity to visit several well-known orchid growers in the vicinity, including Franz Wichmann 
in the historic village of Celle.  Wichmann was famous for his miltoniopsis hybrids, but also had a diverse 
collection of unusual species.  It was there that I began to realize orchids would become a major part of my 
life.  Totally hooked, I was.   
  
After returning to the US, I began building up an orchid collection in earnest.  The little plant room in my 
Oregon City house soon gave way to greenhouse #1.  But that was soon bursting at the seams, so more 
fiberglass and lumber had to be delivered for expansion.  The mail-order catalogs weren't arriving fast 
enough, so trips to bring plants back from the jungles of Central and South America followed.  No longer a 
hobby, but an obsession . . .   
  
Then, to complicate matters, I began doing hybridizing.  Interesting and fun, but the result was WAY too 
many seedlings to cope with.  So in order to deal with the overcrowding, Hoodview Orchids was formed as 
a commercial outlet.  After about 20 years of selling at shows, through mail order and internet, Hoodview 
Orchids has finally gone into retirement, along with its owner.  In its two decades of existence Hoodview 
Orchids registered almost 100 new hybrids, and was awarded 62 AOS awards. Oh, by the way, REAL 
employment was teaching.  Retirement is being spent with lots of chamber music playing, travel, and 
enjoyment of a much-smaller, more-manageable orchid collection. 
  
 Bill Leonard 
 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU!THANK YOU, THANK YOU!THANK YOU, THANK YOU!THANK YOU, THANK YOU!    

    
We want to extend our heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to Beverly Kile for being our Newsletter 
Editor since the inception of our Society.  Beverly has put out a quality newsletter that 
has helped promote our Society.  We have had rave reviews from readers locally as well 
as nationally.  We will miss having Beverly as our Newsletter Editor.  Thanks, again for 
everything you do for our Society! 
 
The Portland Orchid Society Board 
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Message from the President 

 

 

 

The days, here in Portland, are getting shorter, darker, cooler, and wetter!  So, we 
have to make up our minds that the wonderful Spring, Summer, and Fall days are once 
again just around the corner and we will have to wait just a few short months.  We can 
do it!  More Cattleyas are coming on, as they do so well in the Fall and Winter, but 
now I am also seeing very welcome buds appearing from within the centers of many 
Paphiopedilums.  With paphs, good inspections are especially needed during this time 
of the year.  Those pesky mealy bugs love the paphs and look at them as a delicious 
salad waiting to be consumed.  Luckily, Safers Insecticidal Soap (I use the 
concentrate, diluted!) is super effective and you can drench spray paphs with no harm 
to most plants.  It is also time to take off the shade cloth if you have a greenhouse or 
window type room for growing.   
 
At our meeting, we were so honored with a wonderful talk by Harry Phillips of 
Andy’s Orchids, Inc.  It was a real pleasure to meet his lovely wife and learn his 
wonderful techniques for growing orchids in various sizes of humidity chambers.  He 
really has it down to an art and we certainly learned a lot!  Harry was so 
complimentary talking about our orchid society, the meetings, the wonderful friendly 
members and what a great organization we have.  He made us all proud to be part of 
the POS.  It was an extremely fun and educational evening and everyone seemed to 
really have a great time. 
 
Bill Leonard has very generously agreed to be our November 26th speaker at our 
regular monthly meeting.  He will be sharing his ideas, thoughts, skills and experience 
with Cattleyas.  For you Cattleyas growers, this is a chance to see and hear more about 
your favorite plants and please bring a friend to enjoy the evening with us.   
 
If you are a member, and have not been able to attend our meetings, please try and put 
at least part of our meetings on your busy calendars.  Remember, that the December 
Christmas Party is going to be held on December 09, 2008 so that we could schedule a 
fun party before the Christmas weeks.  Also, please sign up to bring a tasty dish to 
share with all of your orchid friends.  We will have another great orchid auction at the 
Christmas Party, raising funds for our many projects.  You don’t want to miss this 
one! 
 
Due to time constraints, and extremely heavy business and work loads, and some 
health issues, Beverly Kile has had to resign as our POS Newsletter Editor.  Beverly 
will graciously do the November issue and we will be looking for a new editor.  We 
all want to thank Beverly for a wonderful, colorful, and extremely well done 
newsletter contribution to the POS.  We are looking for someone to volunteer to help 
us and if you have any writing or editorial experience, please step forward.  Luckily, 
Beverly will be able to continue on as our Membership Chair and as the Treasurer for 
the POS.  We extend a million “THANK YOU’S!” to Beverly for a job extremely 
well done. 
 
Happy Orchid Growing! 
 
Rob Lucas 
President – Portland Orchid Society 
(503) 493-2826 
portlandorchidsociety@yahoo.com   (unedited) 

“Remember, that the 
December Christmas 
Party is going to be 
held on December 
09” 
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November Oregon Judging Center News 
v 

Nine judges gathered at the greenhouse of the Oregon Garden on Sunday, Nov. 2 to view the 23 plants 
submitted.  Eight were nominated, mostly species, and one was awarded.  Paph. micranthum, owned by Mike 
and Joni Sielaff of Waldport, OR was awarded an 85 point AM for its lovely color, size and form.  There 
were several interesting Bulbophyllums and Pleurothallids for the judges to see this month.  The array of 
unusual plants was an education. 
 
Several visitors, in addition to our photographer, Ross Leach, were present.  John and Norma Klinger from 
the Umpqua Orchid Society, Steve and Cheryl Beal of the Portland Orchid Society, Mike Sielaff from Central 
Coast Orchid Society, Skip Burke of the Oregon Orchid Society and Becky Thompson from Cherry City 
Orchid Society joined us as well. 
 
The Oregon Garden staff has discussed moving us to the Education Building just before the Main Entrance. 
The light is also good and the parking is on level ground.  We will see if there is a definite decision with all 
that is going on at the Garden.  IF we are DEFINITELY in the Education Building, we will let the newsletter 
editors know before the December judging. 
 
Marcia Romnick 
 

 

Paph. micranthum, 'Rainbow Bay Joni'  AM/AOS  owned by Mike and Joni Sielaff of Waldport, OR was 
awarded an 85 point AM. Congratulations Mike and Joni! GREAT GROWING! 
Photo by Ross Leach
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Judging Center Other November Photos 
 

The Portland Orchid Society encourages all of our members to support the Oregon AOS Judging Center 
The next Judging is December 7th in the Educational Building at the Oregon Gardens 

 

 

 

Photos of other orchids taken for judging but not 

awarded. 

Top Left: Paph. primulinum x Emerald Sea 

Top Right: a well-flowered Bulbophyllum 

Lower Left: Pleurothallis marthae 

Lower Right: Bulbophyllum grandiflorum 

Photos courtesy of 

Ross Leach 
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Silent Auction News 
 

Volunteer Needed! 
 

 

 

 

 
The Portland Orchid 

Society 
 

Officers 
President – Rob Lucas 

503-493-2826 
portlandorchidsociety@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President – Frank Gorretta 

503-768-3025 

frankg02@comcast.net 

 

Treasurer – Beverly Kile 

503-656-9968 

pdxos-beverly@comcast.net 

 

Secretary – Annette Rogers 

503-244-0248 

annjro@aol.com 

 

Directors: 

 
Susan Heuer 

503-244-3146 

susanheuer@att.net  

 

Terry Aitken 

360-573-4472 

Harold.Shrauger@aaaoregon.com  

 

Other Volunteers: 
Newsletter Editor  

Beverly Kile  

pdxos-beverly@comcast.net 

Webmaster 

Charles Powne 
poswebmaster@mac.com 

Membership Chair 

Beverly Kile 

pdxos-beverly@comcast.net 

Sunshine Person 

Annette Rogers 

annjro@aol.com  

Publicity Chair 

Susan Heuer 

susanheuer@att.net 

Refreshment Chair 

Hal Shrauger 

Harold.Shrauger@aaaoregon.com  

  

A new editor for the Portland Orchid 
Society Newsletter is needed 

immediately. Please contact any 
member of the Board with your interest! 

 

The Portland Orchid Society is officially affiliated with the American Orchid 
Society (AOS) and Orchid Digest Corporation (ODC). Susan Heuer is our 
representative for both organizations and would be happy to answer any 
questions you might have concerning either organization or joining the 
American Orchid Society or Orchid Digest Corporation. 

The silent auction table had quite a variety of items last month.  We 
have more items coming up, so be sure to check out the table 
again this month.  We try to have something that maybe you just 
can't live without ! ! ! 
 
Annette Rogers 

Member to Member 
 
If you have something you would like to trade, sell or even give away, 
have it listed in this column by submitting it to the editor, Beverly Kile at 
pdxos-beverly@comcast.net  

Important Note: 

The Portland Orchid Society monthly membership meeting is held on the 
fourth  Tuesday of each month. The last Tuesday of the month may or 
may not be the same at the fourth Tuesday 
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Question of the Month 

 

  

“What parts of the newsletter do you 
enjoy and what parts could be 
removed?” 

___________________________ 

I enjoy the membership responses to 
your monthly questions.  Some are very 
informative and give the rest of us some 
different ideas and items to try, 
depending on the questions. 
 
I personally feel that most times there 
seems to be repetitive information 
within one newsletter; one 
report/reminder, etc., per newsletter 
should be enough.  I do believe we all 
enjoy the colored photos of the orchids. 
Annette Rogers 

_______________________________
The best part of the Newsletter is 
Beverly Kile as Newsletter Editor!!!!!!!  
The Newsletter has been correct and 
informative and all the color photos are 
excellent--since we get it by E-Mail and 
we can print it off, or not, I see no point 
in cutting out the color photos of orchids 
and our members.  Leave it as is unless 
you want to shorten some of the 
continuing parts of it that are always the 
same. 
--Judy Barrick 

____________________________ 

I think we have one awesome 
newsletter.  I think if we can drop any 
repetitive items that it would cut down 
on the number of pages.  I also want to 
say "Thank You" for a job well done.  

Susan Heuer 

I like the orchid judging results, the 
thank you's for our speaker of the 
month, "save the date", Member to 
Member, AOS judging section with 
photos, and the display table plants 
with photos.  

The area to cut down:"this month in 
the greenhouse" cut down to 2 
paragraphs, cover spring, summer, 
winter.   

Presidents message, cut down to 1 
paragraph, avoid repetitive comments 
already in the bulletin.(condense) 

 Susan Taylor - Bella on line.com,  
cut down to 2 paragraphs.(condense) 

 Thanks again Beverly for your 
dedication and all of your creative 
efforts in putting out our newsletter.  

Frank Gorretta 

____________________________ 

I love the format and all the material 
in the newsletter. I just love it. It is 
one of the best being issued by any 
Society! In particular are the photos 
and updates on our Regional Judging 
and Awards. Even the photos of the 
plants not awarded. Very nice! 
Theresa Hill 
____________________________ 

I was really hoping to hear from some 
of our newer members to get some 
idea of what they find useful. I’m not 
sure if none of the newer members 
read the newsletter or if they are just 
shy! 

Beverly Kile 
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Get Ready for the Spring Show & Sale 
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AOS CORNER 

 
 

As both a cost 

saving and 

conservation effort, 

communications 

between the 

Portland Orchid 

Society and its 

members will be 

conducted via  

email and our 

website. 
 

This includes the 

Portland Orchid 

Society Newsletter. 
 

 

If you don’t have an e-mail 

address please consider 

obtaining a free one from 

www.yahoo.com or 

 

http://get.live.com/mail/overvi

ew 

 

If you change your e-mail 
address or prefer to use a 

different address, please 

contact the membership 

chair, Beverly Kile at 

503-656-9968 or 

pdxos-beverly@comcast.net 

 

By Melba Butler, AOS Representative 
 
Orchid Trivia:  “It is hard to say why, but many who plan to build a 
greenhouse for growing orchids seem to have the idea that they must have one 
of special construction.  This is not so.  Any greenhouse that is well built and 
includes all the essential for healthy plant life can be adapted for the growing 
of orchids.  This includes all of the greenhouses of standard construction. . . 
.The less expensive, pre-fabricated types, the conventional straight- and 
curved-eave styles, lean-to-greenhouses and conservatories.”  Reference:  
American Orchid Society Bulletin, Vol. 17, No. 1, January 1, 1948: 
Greenhouses for the Amateur Orchid Grower by Ernest Chabot, Author of 
“Greenhouse Gardening for Everyone” 
 
As the saying goes, “Some things do not change.”  That can be said about the 
orchid trivia above.  Because today, in 2008, for the hobbyist, many times a 
greenhouse becomes a necessity when the orchid collection becomes too many 
plants to take care of all over the yard and on the window sill and every place 
that is not already occupied.  Many greenhouse owners begin by looking at 
books, articles and ads in magazines, or searching the Internet for greenhouse 
designs that could fit somewhere in the yard or as an attachment to the house.  
Although, some choose a greenhouse location that can be visited often, like an 
empty lot or pasture nearby, with plumbing and electricity.   
 
It would be uncommon to find any two greenhouses that come close to being 
the same.  Even though some hobbyists borrow several ideas from others in 
the design beginning, eventually they make changes that suit their own 
growing habits and styles.  Somewhere along the way to the finished product, 
it becomes their own creation.  The exception is the one who goes to a 
greenhouse company and chooses a greenhouse and standard benches.  Here 
there could be duplications.   
 
One way many hobbyists decide how to personally construct a greenhouse for 
growing orchids is to visit other growers in their particular area of the country 
– fellow orchid growers, especially.  Eventually they get enough ideas to go to 
a greenhouse designer or to begin the effort themselves.   
 
The important thing is for the greenhouse to function for the good of the 
orchids and the grower -- with proper light, circulation, temperature, and 
enough conveniences for the grower to feed and water their particular orchid 
collection.  But as Mr. Chabot wrote back in 1948, don’t start too small!  
Orchid collections are more likely to grow than to shrink. 
 
For those interested in building a greenhouse, much research is recommended.   
   
Susan Taylor 
Orchids Editor, BellaOnline.com 
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Upcoming Events 
 

 
November 25 th 
Portland Orchid Society meeting 
Speaker Bill Leonard speaking on Cattleyas 
 
December 7 th 
AOS Pacific NW Judging – Silverton, OR 
 
December 9 th  
Portland Orchid Society Holiday Potluck and 
Auction. 
 
December 16 th 
Oregon Orchid Society Holiday Potluck 
 
December 20 th 
AOS Pacific NW Judging – Tacoma, WA. 
 
January 4 th 
AOS Pacific NW Judging – Silverton, OR  
 
January 17th-18th 
Tacoma Orchid Society Show , Windmill 
Gardens, 16009 60th St. East, Sumner, WA. 
Contact: Ron Bollick, 1502 Creso Rd., 
Spanaway, WA 98387; (253) 537-3829; 
ronbollick@aol.com. 
 
January 20 th 
Oregon Orchid Society meeting 
Speaker Patricia Harding on Cattleya species 

 
January 27 th 
Portland Orchid Society meeting 
Speaker Marcia Romnick speaking on 
Masdevallias 
 
February 1 st 
AOS Pacific NW Judging – Silverton, OR. 
 
February 16th 
Oregon Orchid Society meeting 
Nadine Gindhart on Maxillarias 
 
February 18th-22 nd 
Portland Orchid Society Spring Show & Sale; 
AOS Judged Show at the Portland Expo Center 
 
February 24 th 
Portland Orchid Society meeting 
 
April 17-19 - Central Vancouver Island Orchid 
Society Show , Contact: Mike Miller; 
mike.stellamiller@shaw.ca. 
 
May 2-3 - South Central Washington Orchid 
Society Show , Contact: Randy Scheele, 1642 
Meadow Hills Dr., Richland, WA 99352; (509) 
628-8184; randys001@charter.net. 

After a tremendous amount of thought I’ve found it necessary to resign as editor of this newsletter, with this 
issue my last, at least for the foreseeable future�  
 
When we were starting the Portland Orchid Society although I was already committed to the positions of 
Treasurer and Membership Chairperson, I felt it was very important that we have a newsletter to keep new 
and potential members apprised of our events and other orchid related issues and volunteered to take on 
the task. That was seventeen months ago.  
 
As time has progressed I’ve found there simply are not enough hours in the day, days in the week and 
weeks in the month to fulfill all of my various obligations in the Society, in my business and with my family. 
In addition as many of you know I have some on-going health issues that further compound the problem.  
 
I am not leaving the Society and will continue as Treasurer and Membership Chairperson and look forward 
to seeing each and every one of you at our monthly meetings!  For the love of orchids!  Beverly Kile 

Message From the Editor 
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Welcome New Members! 

 

 

About the Portland Orchid Society 

 

 

Newsletter Editor  
Beverly Kile 
P O Box 482 
West Linn, OR 97068 
 
Phone: 
503-656-2609 (Day) 
503-656-9968 (Evening) 
 
Fax 
503-656-2611 
 
Email 
pdxos-
beverly@comcast.net  

Visit us on the Web!  
 
www.portlandorchidsociety.org  

 

The Portland Orchid Society was established in June 2007 by a group 
of local orchid enthusiasts with the common goal of creating an orchid 
society that is fun, friendly, community minded and welcoming to all. 
The Portland Orchid Society is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation for 
the preservation and education regarding orchids; by the extension of 
knowledge concerning the ecology, conservation, preservation, 
science, cultivation, hybridization, appreciation and uses of orchids, 
and to carry on such activities as may be necessary or desirable to 
effectuate such purposes. 
 
To further these goals we need the support of each and every member 
or the Portland Orchid Society. We hope to involve all members in 
volunteer positions for permanent committees, special event 
committees, board and officer positions as they become available, etc. 
If you have a particular interest please let one of the board members 
know. 
 

Your Editor-Beverly Kile 

 

If you are a member 
that hasn’t attended a 
meeting yet, there is 
no time like to present! 
We hope each of you enjoy the 
Society and we look forward to 
seeing you at the November 
meeting as well as the December 
9th Potluck and Auction.  

For those of you that are interested 
in getting more involved, in the 
society; there are many things you 

can do by serving on various 
committees, bringing desserts or 
snacks to the meetings or helping 
with setup and tear down. If you 
need directions or any other 
information or encouragement, 
please feel free to call or email me. 

Beverly Kile 

Home: 503-656-9968 

Office: 503-656-2609 

Email: pdxos-beverly@comcast.net 
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Clip the below reminders and post them on your refrigerator, calendar or wherever you post reminders of 

important events. 
We are looking forward to seeing YOU at the every meeting for the next year! 

 

 


