
�

�������	�
���
	����
���������������
�

�
�������
���
��
���������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �����������������������������	����
	���
������ �

� �

������������!"������
��#�������
� �

 

 

�
�������
���#�$�!"����
���%���

 

� �

�
�����!"����&''(�
��������	�
�������

�

$�!"����
��$���
� �����)��

�����!"���&*+�&''(�

�����!"�������,���)��

������������������
�����������������������������
�����������������
������������������
�����������
�
������������� �����!�
"���������#$%%�&'�
'�������($%%�&'�)*$%%�&' �
�
+,"
-
,.$�������������������������
 �/�+�0��+��������"������������������������������
#1�2� 3�4#���
��� ������������������
&�������	�,��*(�5*�
6������7�����8�����������
������������������/9�

�


�������������������&��������
,������ �������.����������
����������������������/�
-����������������
��������������������
����������8�������������
���:�������&��������
,������ ������	�
��/�
.������������������������
����7����������������
����������������
������������8�����������/�
�

���
	��������� )���

 ���0�������� ����������������
&��������;��'��������������������

���<�������"������.�����4�
 ����<�������"������.����2�

�����������=������� ��������������#�

�����������&�����&���������(�
 ������
�������!� �������
�8� ����1��
>���������8�������������*�5%�

������?������������������55�5��

�������
����������=��������5� ��������������
����������&����������������������5����
'��������
��;��,������ ���� ��54�
�
, �"����������������������������52�
@��������A������ ������������5#�
=���� ����
�8�� ������������5#�
3�������.���'��7����5(�
'��7���������������
�=����!� ����-�����������51�

�

Our September meeting will feature a 
presentation and demonstration on 
repotting by two of our own members; 
Annette Rogers and Beverly Kile.  

Annette will show you how to repot 
you orchids in a bark based potting 
media (organic) while Beverly will 
show you how to grow your orchids in 
a non-organic media often referred to 
as semi-hydro (s/h). 

The fiscal year for the Portland Orchid Society runs from July 1 through June 
30 with all membership renewals due July 1 regardless of when the member 

joined. 

Any membership which has not been renewed by Septem ber 30 will be 
canceled. 

This will be a great opportunity for 
our novice orchid growing members 
to learn about repotting first hand 
and also for our more experienced 
members to learn about another 
way of growing your orchids. 

Annette and Beverly are really 
looking forward to seeing each of 
you at the meeting! 

�

Portland Orchid Society booth at Arts Festival in the Forest 
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� Annette Rogers: 

Annette first joined the Beaverton Orchid Society 19 years ago.  She became very active  in the Beaverton Orchid 
Society; director, secretary, Show Co-Chair and had been the President when it folded (NOT HER DOING ! ! !)     

Annette joined The Oregon Orchid Society right after she joined the Beaverton Orchid Society.  When the Beaverton 
Orchid Society folded she became very active in the Oregon Orchid Society; Director, Secretary, President, Show Co-
chair, Show Chair, and other duties when needed.  She was voted in as a Life Member a few years ago. Annette was 
one of the founding members of the Portland Orchid Society and has been on its Board of Directors since its 
inception; first as a Director and now as the Secretary. In addition she handles the Silent Auction and is the Societies 
Sunshine Person. 

Annette has a greenhouse full of orchids, approximately 1700, of many genera.  One of her favorite things to do is to 
educate the public; repotting at the Beaverton Farmers Market, and conducting an Educational program at Rain or 
Shine for the last 3 years. 

Don't miss this opportunity to learn more about how you, too, can make your orchid be happy.  Every orchid needs a 
home and every home needs an orchid ! ! !  

Beverly Kile: 

Hello, I’m Beverly and I’m an “orchid addict”! Although I’ve only been growing orchids for about four years, I’ve been a 
gardener since I was about two, when I would help my dad in our huge vegetable garden on our farm in 
Pennsylvania.  

 I was a bank executive for eighteen years before starting my computer and network consulting business (The 
Computer Lady) fifteen years ago, my degree is in bio-chemistry and I’m happiest when I’m dancing or I’m up to my 
elbows in dirt or potting media of some type.  

I currently have about 1000 orchids of varying types and sizes which I grow under lights in my basement where I have 
a large intermediate/warm growing area (HID and florescent lights) and a smaller cool growing area (florescent lights 
only.) In the summer many of my orchids are moved outside. I also have a number of Disas and other hardy orchids 
that reside outside on my deck year round although they are moved inside for a few days in the winter when 
temperatures get down in the 20s. 

I became involved with the Oregon Orchid Society three years ago and served as the newsletter editor and was a 
Director prior to resigning. I am a founding member of the Portland Orchid Society and serve on the Board of 
Directors as Treasurer. I’m also newsletter editor, membership chairperson and librarian. 

Having a naturally inquisitive mind I’m always on the lookout for different and/or interesting ways to grow my orchids 
and with my computer background a lot of my research is done on-line (although I do own about 50 orchid reference 
books) where I became aware of something called semi-hydro growing. Ray Barkalow came up with the name and 
has lots of information on his website at www.firstrays.com . I’ve been experimenting growing many different types of 
orchids in semi-hydro (s/h) for the past three years with great results. Growing in s/h requires not only a different type 
of media (Lightweight Expanded Clay Aggregate (LECA)) but a different kind of growing container.  

Although I’ve taught many different kinds of classes in the past such as “Capitalization Theory and Technique”, 
“Financial Analysis” and “Using a Financial Calculator” in my banking days; Adult Education classes in Ballroom, 
Latin, Swing, Country and Line Dancing for over 15 years; and many computer and software oriented classes; this is 
the first time I’ve had the opportunity to share my orchid passion with a group and I’m greatly looking forward to 
sharing what I’ve learned about “Growing orchids in a semi-hydro culture” with you. 
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Here we are, September is upon us!  My greenhouse is screaming at me to get my act 
together and get some repotting done, start thinking about removing the shade cloth, 
and in general planning on a better care program for it than I have been providing in 
the past months.  I did do an insect bombing this last week, but I know that I will have 
to repeat it with something stronger in the next few days. 

So far, our meetings just get better and better, but the August meeting, for me, will be 
hard to beat.  I was absolutely amazed at Fred Clarke’s presentation, his beautiful 
slides, and all of the wonderful plants that he grows.  He visited my greenhouse while 
he was in town and suggested that since I have so much trouble providing the proper 
coolness for my Miltoniopsis, that I should consider growing the Catasetum, 
Cycnoches, and Mormodes (and their crosses) as they love my growing conditions, 
and can take it brighter, hotter, and dryer, as my Cattleyas already prefer.  
Miltoniopsis, you may be looking for new homes! 

I am truly amazed at his knowledge, the amount of awards, and his talents in the 
orchid world.  The last time we talked, he was on his way to Australia, as a key 
speaker there.  We were so lucky to have him and get him to share his wealth of 
knowledge.  Thank you Fred Clarke, for an exceptional experience for all that 
attended!  We are looking forward to having him return for a talk on Bulbophylum and 
his beautiful Cattleyas! 

As the President, I am asking all of you to check your files and if you haven’t paid your 
dues for our second year, to please do so.  Our society has had such a wonderful start 
up and has only improved with each meeting, but we do need to have your support, in 
order to provide the key speakers etc.  Please write your check today and get it mailed 
in to Beverly Kile, so that we don’t have to call you and waste your time. We hate to 
nag!  We really need your support! 

Our speakers for the next meeting will be local club members, Beverly Kile and 
Annette Rogers.  They will jointly be speaking on growing orchids the semi hydro 
method and also will be giving you a repotting seminar.  Many beginners have been 
asking for help repotting, so we aim to provide. 

I want to acknowledge all of you who are bringing your beautiful blooming plants to 
share at the meetings.  This last meeting looked like an orchid show there were so 
many beautiful plants to see.  Members, keep up the excellent work!  If you have only 
one plant in bloom, share it with us! 

I also want to comment on our silent auction.  We had many desirable items and very 
nice plants at the August meeting. Thank you everyone for your wonderful donations.  
This helps keep us funded to help this society grow. 

Well, we are off to the Oregon Judging Center this Sunday with a few plants.  Wish us 
luck and Happy Orchid Growing! 
 
Rob Lucas 
President - Portland Orchid Society 
(503) 493-2826 
portlandorchidsociety@yahoo.com     unedited 

“So far, our 
meetings 
just get 

better and 
better, but 
the August 
meeting, for 
me, will be 

hard to 
beat.” 
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Ten judges and 3 observers met in Silverton and to consider 20 
plants that were brought for judging. Eight of them were 
nominated and 6 of those were awarded. Paphiopedilum Ho Chi 
Minh received an Award of Merit with 86 points. A bright greenish-
yellow Ascocenda Super Cooper ‘Jacob StAubin’ with 69 flowers 
was awarded an HCC with 75 points and Paph. helenae was also 
awarded an HCC with 78 points. Paph. dianthum with 10 flowers 
received a Certificate of Cultural Excellence with a score of 93 
points. Paph. parishii with 32 blooms, 11 buds and Den. 
cucumerinum with 66 blooms, 6 buds both received  a Certificate 
of Cultural Merit.   

We meet in the Education Building, which is a greenhouse, at the 
top of the drive just inside the entrance the first Sunday of each 
month at 1 pm. Judging starts at 1:30 pm. Parking is in the lot just 
across the street from the greenhouse. There is no entry or 
parking fee to this point. Our next judging will be Sunday, 
September 7. If you are attending Orchid Judging you will be 
admitted into the Oregon Garden for free. It is lovely this time of 
year!  

Paula Hansen 

Top left: Ascda. Super Cooper Jacob 'StAubin'  
 Grown by: Gerald Swett, Richland, WA  

 
Bottom left: Paph. dianthum 'Joni'  

Grown by: Mike and Joni Sielaff, Waldport, OR 
 
Top right: Paph. Ho Chi Minh 'Adrienne'  

Grown by Bert and Adrienne Logsdon, North Bend, OR  
 
Middle right: Paph. parishii 'B.J.'  

Grown by: Lori Rheinberger, Oregon City, OR  
 
Bottom right: Paph. helenae 'Joni's Sunshine'  

Grown by:  Mike and Joni Sielaff, Waldport, OR  
 

No photo provided: Den. cucumerinum 'Brooke' 
Grown by: Skip and JanBurke, Portland, OR  

Photos courtesy of Ross Leach 
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Editor’s note: The August Judging Center news 
arrived too late for inclusion in the August 
newsletter. This month’s newsletter includes both 
August and September Judging Center News 
articles. 

The Portland Orchid Society encourages all of our 
members to support the 

Oregon AOS Judging Center 

Next Judging is October 5th 

September's Pacific Northwest Regional Judging 
saw us up the hill from our past site in the 
greenhouse; we met in the Education Building near 
the main entrance.  Twenty plants were entered, 
three nominated and none were awarded.  In 
addition to the ten judges present, we were joined by 
Vern McFarland, Mike and Joni Sielaff, Rob Lucas, 
Becky Thompson, Terry Aitken and a few visitors 
who came in from the Car Show going on at the 
same time. 

In the future we will be most likely meeting in the 
Education Building; if that changes, we will be 
notifying the orchid societies as soon as we know. 

We also have a new bank account.  If any generous 
souls are interested in supporting the judging center, 
checks should be made out to PNWJS-Oregon. 

See you in October 

Marcia Romick 

PNWJS-Oregon 

�


7�������$�=����������8��'�0�� ����88	����0��-����� ��	 ������
+����	�����������������������������������'�=������	 �����
���������������������	���������������8������������/ �
�

7����7�����$�
�������8�����B�������������������A�� �������
���������

�

�

Portland Orchid Society 
October 28th Speaker 

Harry Phillips of Andy’s Orchids Inc 
will speak on 

Marvelous Miniatures, Gems of the 
Orchid World 

Preorders in excess of $500 will receive a 
10% discount. 

 (If you don’t need to purchase that many orchids, 
get together with an orchid growing friend or two and 

do a group order.) 
�

"Common sense is genius 
dressed in its working 

clothes." 
-- Ralph Waldo Emerson 

�
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� The Portland Orchid Society had our first experience 
of having a booth at the Arts in the Forest Festival, 
held at Mary S. Young Park in West Linn on August 
16-17 which was fun, successful and HOT! 

We sold an assortment of orchids, bark, books, and 
culture sheets while answering a LOT of questions 
about orchids, the Portland Orchid Society and our 
Fall Show for which we handed out lots of fliers. We 
had a great location for our booth and were warmly 
welcomed by the festival staff. Although it was 
extremely hot (over 100 on Saturday and nearly 100 
on Sunday even in the shade of huge oak and 
maple trees) and it was our first attempt at being 
part of this kind of event; we still netted over $200 
for the Society’s operating fund.  

The organizers of the event have been looking for a 
plant organization to be represented at the event for 
several years and were very pleased to have us 
there. They provided a hospitality tent (conveniently 
located about 25 feet behind our tent) serving 
snacks and “cold” bottled water throughout the 
event. There was live entertainment throughout the 
weekend (my favorites are the “tree dancers” and if 
you haven’t seen them be sure to be there next 
year)  and food was available from a couple of local 
restaurants. Over 60 artists were represented with 
everything from HUGE metal sculptures to jewelry 
and from photographs to fused glass (and just about 
everything in between.) The photographer in the 
booth next to our sold out of their orchid photos 
within a couple of hours on Saturday! 

I would really like to thank the following people: Kele 
Roberts and her husband Mike (they were there all 
afternoon Sunday and stayed to help with teardown, 
loaded things into the truck and even offered to load 
some of the tables etc. into their van to bring to my 
house but that wasn’t necessary; Sean McMillan 
helped man the booth from about 3:00 until 6:00 
both days and also helped with teardown and 
hauling things to the truck; Annette and Bob Rogers 

�

�

were indispensible bringing the orchids and bark to 
sell and were there for several hours both days, 
including setup Saturday morning; Judy Barrick 
helped out in the booth for a couple of hours on 
Saturday; Hal Shrauger helped man the booth for 
over 2 hours on Saturday afternoon in the horrible 
heat; Susan Heuer purchased and put together 
lovely orchids to sell and helped man the booth for 
awhile on Sunday afternoon as well as supplying us 
with Save the Date cards, Fall Show Cards, AOS 
and ODC brochures, etc.; and last but not least my 
son Todd Hanthorn and grandson Chris Flesvig for 
helping haul and setup the tent, tables, etc. on 
Friday and tear down, haul and put everything back 
where it belongs on Sunday. 

Thanks again to everyone that participated! 

Beverly Kile 
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Photos courtesy of Judy Barrick 
Sorry, once again I don’t have the information concerning orchid 
names and grower. We will work at getting more complete info in 
the future. (Editor)   Right bottom photo is not an orchid but very 
cool!  
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Submissions for all future submissions for the Portland Orchid Society 
Newsletter are due to the editor by the forth Friday  of each month. 
Submissions received after that date may not be included in the 
newsletter until the following month. Submissions may be emailed to 
pdxos-beverly@comcast.net or mailed to:   

Beverly Kile 
Portland Orchid Society 
P O Box 482 
West Linn, OR 97068 

�

The Portland Orchid Society is officially affiliated with the American Orchid 
Society (AOS) and Orchid Digest Corporation (ODC). Susan Heuer is our 
representative for both organizations and would be happy to answer any 
questions you might have concerning either organization or joining the 
American Orchid Society or Orchid Digest Corporation. 

Be sure to attend our upcoming meeting.  There will be a LOT of plants on 
our silent auction table.  We had a lot of plants donated to us; mostly 
cattleyas, a few phals, a couple of dendrobiums, and some Onc, Twinkle's.  
Come take a look, make your bid, and take home a few new "kids" ! ! ! 

Annette 

 

Member to Member 
 
If you have something you would like to trade, sell or even give away, 
have it listed in this column by submitting it to the editor, Beverly Kile at 
pdxos-beverly@comcast.net  

�!������������)�
The Portland Orchid Society monthly membership meeting is held on the 
fourth  Tuesday of each month. The last Tuesday of the month may or 
may not be the same at the fourth Tuesday 

�
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Question for October: 

“What are the two or 
three most UNUSUAL 
orchids you grow and 
how do you grow 
them?” 

 

Submit your answer to 
the Question of the 
Month too pdxos-
beverly@comcast.net  
by August 31st, or 
write it down and give 
it to Beverly Kile at the 
August membership 
meeting. 

 

�

How are you dealing with the high cost 
of fuel for maintaining your greenhouse 
or other orchid growing areas? Any 
particular cost saving tips? 

___________________________ 

My greenhouse is constructed with 2x4 
framing with corrugated poly on the 
outside.  I used to fill the space 
between the studs with bubble wrap 
and apply a sheet of 4mil poly on the 
inside.  This made a considerable 
difference in how much my heater 
would run.  It is a lot of work to empty 
the greenhouse to be able to put the 
bubble wrap in so last year I saved up 
money and applied a sheet of 8mil 
double wall rigid poly to the inside of the 
2x4 studs.  This combined with the 
corrugated poly on the outside and the 
trapped air space between the 2 types 
of poly makes for very good insulation.  
Anything you can do to create a trapped 
air space will help insulate the 
greenhouse.  Another thing you can do 
is try lowering the temp on your heater's 
thermostat by a couple degrees.  I grow 
everything from "cool" to "warm" 
growing species and everything is kept 
at a minimum temp of 52f.  If I try to 
keep the greenhouse at a minimum of 
56f the heater has to run A LOT more.  
TO me, those few degrees aren't worth 
it.  Just be sure to watch your watering 
and keep the greenhouse a little drier if 
you are keeping it cooler.    

Travis Olsen 

 

____________________________ 

I am a new member but an old 
orchid grower that had a 
greenhouse where I used to live.  
Last year I took off my south-facing 
10' x 12' deck and had a sunroom 
built on the same spot.  (If I were to 
do it over, I would have made it a 
little larger, since walls take up 6" 
more on each side than the railing 
attached to the outside of the 
deck.)  My orchid stand is against 
the east wall next to one of six 
windows, so there is plenty of light.  
Other plants are near the windows 
or on the table I have in the center.  
They are all happy.  Because each 
of the windows have a section at 
the top third of the entire 6' tall 
window, I get fresh air in whenever 
I want to cool the area.  One of the 
best decisions I have made! 

 Martha Waldemar 

____________________________ 

Big changes require big 
reactions..... My first response was 
this could put me out of business.... 
I am seriously concerned about the 
fact that my biggest expense is 
increasing30%... I think that many 
benched orchids that aren't able to 
handle the cold will die this winter 
at our place..  

Bret Lamoreaux 

____________________________ 

I grow hardy species. No need for 
heat. Nya-nya 

Sean McMillan 
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The only thing that I have done to save fuel is some 
summer fuel savings.  I stopped lighting my greenhouse 
with the two 1000 Watt bulbs.  I still put the shade cloth 
on to stop burn, but have not used the electric lighting all 
late Spring, Summer, and so far this fall. The plants seem 
to have grown the same as if they were lighted.  When 
the days get darker, I will turn them on again, but 
possibly only use them half the day.  My gas furnace is 
set at fifty-seven degrees and I haven't decided if I will 
drop that temperature this winter or not.  

Rob  Lucas 
________________________________________ 

We have a 15' x 25' greenhouse, double plastic with fans 
that blow air between the layers.  We also have it 
insulated with bubble wrap (with the larger size bubbles).  
There is a 2' wood foundation all around and it is 
insulated with foil backed insulation panels.  We place 
plastic/bubble wrap over the door in intake fan during the 
winter months.  We heat the greenhouse with 2 electric 
heaters, 220 volt.  We usually have one heater set at 60 
degrees and the other at 58.  They are in opposite 
corners of the greenhouse.  Whenever we have checked 
the temperature during colder winter months it has 
always seemed to work very well for us.  We have 3-4 
fans continually running to circulate the air, whether it is 
hot or cold.    

Since all of our electricity is on one meter and one bill, it 
is very difficult to figure the actual costs.  Our electric bill 
has been as low as $ 125.00 for a month; some winters 
running as high as $ 365.00. We do have a gas hot water 
heater and gas heat, so that helps a lot.  

Annette Rogers 

_________________________________________ 

I wish I had a greenhouse, but on those really hot days in 
the summer when I try to keep the house temp. under 
80.   I don't run the lights on my big three shelf plant 
stand.   That only amounts to 3-6 days per 
summer.  Probably not that much savings. 

Hal Shrauger 
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I use an electric hot water heater (30 gal) w/temp set @ 
125f.  It is a closed system that recirculates the hot water 
thru finned copper pipe. (1 1/2" comparable to the same 
system David Morris uses. 

It seems to be efficient to maintain a min temp of 60f, @ 
a monthly cost of aprox $150. Per month. (math wise it is 
cheaper than natural gas) 

Frank Gorretta 

_________________________________________ 

For me, the rapidly-escalating cost of heating has meant 
a necessary reduction in the size of the orchid collection.  
From 2,000 square feet of orchid-packed greenhouses 
only a couple years ago, I now have only about 500 
square feet.  I can see however, with natural gas rates 
increasing at double-digit amounts virtually every year, 
that in the near future even that small greenhouse will 
have to be closed in favor of windowsill space in the 
house.  My greenhouse is double glazed with 
polycarbonate, but this past winter I also added a layer of 
greenhouse-grade bubble wrap on all interior surfaces.  
I'm not sure it really reduced my heating costs very much, 
but at least the heat stayed inside at bit longer to benefit 
the plants.  I've also kept the thermostat lower and the 
plants drier in winter, which is not great for the health of 
the plants.  Unfortunately, prohibitive heating costs have 
made the orchid hobby a lot less enjoyable the past few 
years, and is also reflected in the increasing number of 
commercial orchid nurseries that are going out of 
business.  I think the solution perhaps, is to develop more 
creative ways to grow orchids within living spaces. 

Bill Leonard 

_____________________________________________ 

I grow my orchids in my basement under lights so I don’t 
have to worry much about heating and cooling since the 
basement is almost entirely below ground level which 
acts as a great insulator from the heat and cold. The HID 
lights put off enough heat that the electric heater hardly 
ever needs to go on in the winter, but the cost of the 
electricity for the lights keeps increasing. I have reduced 
the number of hours the lights are on from 18 to 16 and 
replace the bulbs regularly to get the most light out of 
them as possible. Beverly Kile 
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Temperature Range:    Day  Night 
Cool House:   59-65  54-55 
Intermediate House:  70-73  59-69 
Warm House:   Up to 79 70 or more 

Climatic changes are not predominant this month. Temperature can drop sharply so be sure to check out 
your heaters to be prepared for their use. It is this time of year you may need them unexpectedly, so be 
ready. Toward the end of the month we have the fall equinox. This is when the sun crosses the equator on 
its move south. The daylight length equals the night time length. Now the days will gradually get shorter. It 
is this that triggers the fall blooming cycle in orchids. 

If you grow under lights, set them at 14-16 hours of light as the days outside are getting shorter. Then in a 
few months reset them again to 12 hours of light for the wintertime. 

Days are now getting shorter and bud formation should be starting on fall blooming plants by the end of the 
month. To delay bud set, additional light may be added to lengthen the daylight hours. 

The cool house and the intermediate house can go without heat until temperature drops to 59. Special 
attention should be given to removal of shading to give plants maximum daylight. Use care that plants do 
not get burned in the process because we can still have some bright, sunny and extremely warm days in 
late fall. Some unexpectedly up into the 90s. Watering and spraying should be done judiciously as days get 
cooler and shorter. Plants should be allowed to dry off completely before nightfall so water early in the day. 
Now that cooler temperatures are approaching it may be a good time to start using fungicide and 
bactericide to combat rots that may start. Some I use are: Captan – Wettable Powder – 1 Tbsp./gallon; 
Banrot-Wettable Powder – 1 tsp./gallon; and Benlate – Wettable Powder – 1 tsp./gallon. This should be 
continued throughout the winter months on a regular basis. 

You may want to consider moving in the plants you placed out in the spring. If temperatures drop too 
sharply, you may have to move them quickly. Cymbidiums can stay out longer than the other types of 
orchids for their 23-30 temperature change. The only thing you have to look out for is frost. 

CATTLEYA & LAELIA: Plants should be kept moist depending on the state of new growth development. If 
still in growing cycle, keep well watered. Mature plants do not need as much water. 

CYMBIDIUM: To get bud formation you need a 20 to 30 degree temperature difference between the day 
and night temperatures. They can still remain outside unless there is a chance of frost. 

PAPHIOPEDILUM: If you have Paph. Insigne, keep it cool at night (around 55) to set buds. At this time in 
order to set buds on most species and hybrids of the temperate zone, you should keep them at a cooler 
temperature for several weeks. 

DENDROBIUM: Annual growths should be matured in plants of both types. Dend. phalaenopsis and its 
related hybrids are already showing buds and therefore, need additional light to make the plants bloom. 
Keep the plants well watered. Dend. nobile and related species will begin their resting period at the end of 
this month. You can start to withhold water and keep them cool. They also need to have as much light as 
you can give them. 

Continued on page 10 
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� Continued from page 9 

PHALAENOPSIS: Keep warm and well watered. Shading should not be removed from these yet until winter 
storms set in. 

MASDEVALLIA: Keep cool, well watered and lots of fresh air. 

ODONTOGLOSSUM: Complete repotting this month. They should be fertilized with 30-10-10  or 18-18-18 
and kept well watered. Keep temperature cool. 

VANDACEOUS ALLIANCE: Continue as much light as they will tolerate. They should be kept warm and 
well watered. 

ONCIDIUM ALLIANCE: Growth should be fairly well completed. Spikes may be starting to show.  Keep 
them moist but not soggy. 

BLOCK CULTIVATION: Miniatures without pseudobulbs must be kept moist. This means they do not have 
a resting period since they have no bulbs for the preservation fo water. They must be kept watered. 

MILTONIA: The Brazilian types can be repotted after blooming if not done in the spring. The Colombian 
types may be starting to bloom again. 

PLEIONE: Should be moved under some type of cover to keep rain off of them but leave them outside. 
Should stop all watering at the end of the month, then allow plants to dry out. 

0��������� �������0�������
3���
�������������

ART IN THE FOREST ! ! !  What a great way to promote our orchid society and have some great 
entertainment, talk to a lot, and I mean a LOT, of people sooo interested and appreciative of orchids. 

There was some apprehension  when Beverly Kile first suggested our Society participate in the event, as 
many times this type of venue does not prove to be worthwhile.  This was truly very worthwhile.  We were 
so well received and appreciated by everyone, other vendors and the public.  The first orchid sold was to a 
vendor next to our space! ! ! 

The entertainment was fun; music of various types, dancing by different groups, and the tree dancers.  The 
tree dancers reminded us of Cirque de Solie (spelling is ooopppss).  Our "booth" was near the food, 
entertainment and hospitality tent.  Absolutely fantastic ! ! !   

A big thank you to Beverly Kile for organizing all of this; setting up the booth, making sure all shifts were 
covered, 'tearing" down the booth and doing the accounting,  Yes, she had help, but this was her "baby" 
and she did an excellent job.  Thanks and kudos to you, Beverly.  Count on Bob & me for next year ! ! ! 

 

Annette Rogers 
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These articles for the Beginner or Novice orchid grower are written by your editor, Beverly Kile, based on 
things I’ve learned over the past three-four years since I personally started growing orchids. If you are a 
beginner and have specific questions, forward them to me at pdxos-beverly@comcast.net . Remember 
what works for one grower (me) may not work for all other growers – so proceed at your own risk. 

Last month I talked about water (quality, pH, temperature, etc.) and this month will talk about “watering ”. 

Watering, like just about everything else in the orchid world varies tremendously depending on the type of 
orchid, the environment and culture, as well as your particular preferences. Generally speaking, orchids 
need more water during their growing season and in warmer temperatures and less in cooler weather, 
when there is less light and during dormant periods. Some orchids such as Catasetinae and some 
Dendrobiums need a totally dry period while they are dormant which can last for up to five months. Others, 
such as Phragmepedilums, Dracula and Masdevallia need nearly constant moisture and yet others such as 
Disas need to literally sit in an inch or so of water at all times! 

The more hours of light you give your orchids (sunlight or light fixtures) the more water they need and the 
drier the environment the more watering or misting they will need.  

If you have only a few orchids to check to see if they need water, stick a finger an inch or so into the pot 
and see if you feel any moisture. If it is dry water now, but if it is still moist (and it is an orchid that needs to 
get relatively dry between watering) wait and check again in a day or two. The easiest way to make sure 
your orchids get enough water is to take the orchid to the kitchen sink, fill a bowl or bucket with water about 
half as high as the pot, submerge the plant pot and all in the water being careful the bark or other media 
doesn’t float out, leave it there for 10-15 minutes, remove the pot from the water, let the excess water drain 
out, return the pot to its normal location. This is particularly important for the first few months after a plant 
has been repotted in a bark based media since fresh bark doesn’t absorb water very well. Use fresh water 
for each plant.  

If you have too many orchids to water this way; water with your hose or other watering instrument until 
water runs out the bottom of the pot, move on and water your other orchids then go back and do it all over 
again. This is particularly important for recently repotted and mounted orchids. 

As I mentioned in last month’s article, water temperature is very important. In winter and spring tap water is 
much too cold to put directly on your orchid. Instead leave it sit overnight so the water is at room 
temperature  when you water your orchids (this also allows any chlorine to evaporate). In the summer, if 
your watering device sits in the sun (such as a garden hose) be sure to check the temperature of the water 
prior to putting it on your orchid to be sure it isn’t too hot. 

Unless you grow orchids such as Disa, never leave you orchid sit in water, except for the 10-15 minutes 
while you are watering it, or you are likely to have the roots rot and eventually the orchid will die. Also, for 
plants such as Phalaenopsis, avoid getting water trapped in the leaves or the standing water is likely to 
cause crown rot, which will again often result in orchid death! 

Do some research on your particular orchid (s) to determine its specific watering requirements and your 
orchid(s) will thank you with wonderful blooms.              Beverly Kile (503) 656-9968 
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On August 6-10 the Colombia International Orchid Show was held in 
Medellin, Colombia and was attended by several Northwest orchid 
enthusiasts including Portland Orchid Society member Jim 
Rassmann.  

Jim was kind enough to provide a listing of the 17 AOS awards from 
the show as well as photos of the awarded plants. Hopefully Jim will 
provide more information about the show as a future speaker. 

The following are pictures of a few of the awarded orchids. �

�

�

� �

�

� �

From top to bottom- left to right. 
Dracula gorgona var. xanthina “Colomborquideas” FCC 92 Colomborquideas 
Cat. jenmanii  “Jose Caballero” AM 80 Xavier Caballero 
Miltoniopsis roezlii var. xanthina CHM 81  “Maria Cristina” Maria Cristina Duran M 
Schomburgkia splendida  “Angel”  HCC 78 Adelaida de Bohmer 
Paphiopedilum Sukmaster “Ligia” AM 80 Krull-Smith 
Epidendrum oraion “Colombo” AM 83 Juan Felipe Posada 
Oncidium Mulatta’s Dancing “Ana Pita” AM 86  Francisco Villegas   
Paph. Angela  “Juan Felipe Posada”  AM 82 Krull-Smith 
Photos courtesy of ��� �!���"
��#�
�$����
���
��  
 
The others are just as amazing but can’t be shown due to space limitations. If you would like to 
see the rest let me know and I’ll publish the rest in the October newsletter. (Beverly Kile) 



�

�� ��.7��-�.(�������������������������������������� ������������������������������	�
���
	����
�������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������!"���&''(�

�

0
���
�����
 

�

0��"�����������
��3
� ���	�

������3��
����--���+�
��!!%�
���
����

"�����������
�������	�
���
	�
���
������	�
���

!�!"�����
���"��
���	%���	�3
���
�!�
����	��%��

��"�
����
�

��
��
���%	�������
�������	�
���
	�

���
����������������
�
�


8��������;�����������������
������������������������

�7����������8��������8����
���/�����/��� ����

�
����$::���/����/���:����:������

�� �
�


8������������������������
��������������8������������
��88�������������	��������
���������������7�������

�����	�����������������
2%��#2#�**#1����

��D���7������C�������/��� �
�

By Melba Butler, AOS Representative 
 
Orchid trivia:  “Orchids occupy almost every conceivable habitat type except the 
oceans, from tropical cloud forests to seashore scrub, from tundra to semi-deserts. 
You can find them in the Andes and Himalayas, the Everglades, ancient Roman and 
Mayan ruins, even your own back yard.”   Pridgeon, Alec. The Illustrated 
Encyclopedia of Orchids ; Lansdowne Publishing Pty Ltd, Sydney, Australia, 1992, 
Reprinted 1994; p. 7. 
 
Orchids currently seem to be more important and more rampant than ever.  If you 
grow them, as we do, as hobbyists, you probably have them all over house, your 
desk at work, on the patio, in the greenhouse, on the fence, in flower beds, maybe 
even on the front porch or entrance.  We all see orchids everywhere: they are in the 
grocery store, hardware store, home repair store, orchid society meetings, shows, 
and workshops.  All the magazines use them in their ads from furniture to jewelry and 
scented candles and room fresheners.  Their beauty attracts attention and accents 
bathrooms, bedrooms, living rooms, and virtually any landscape looks better with 
orchids.   
 
For the beginning hobbyist, orchids probably seem mostly mysterious.  In the 
beginning, there is so much to learn and so many directions to take, like which ones 
to grow, how to grow them, where to find another one because the ones you have 
aren’t blooming now.  You have concerns and questions and your fascination goes 
on and on… 
 
If you judge them, you are probably trying to keep up with the continuous and 
challenging name changes.  You think you can remember what it was before it 
became what it is now and then you get an e-mail or read in a bulletin that it has 
changed again.  
 
Many years ago, people died trying to retrieve them from dark jungles and rain 
forests and delivering them across oceans or continents for the rewards they would 
be paid by wealthy horticulturalists.  The orchid fever goes on even today as some 
become so possessed with orchids that they break the law to buy and sell them.  We 
read in the news that some are being prosecuted, pay fines, and even go to jail 
because they became foolish and greedy.   
 
In some countries, orchids are the livelihood of many people.  They provide work for 
thousands who propagate, cultivate, market, and ship orchids across oceans and 
around the world for more people to continue their distribution, for orchid vendors, 
hobbyists, households and offices to enjoy. 
 
For us, orchids began with just wanting a few orchids for our own enjoyment in our 
home.  How could we know they would become so important?  Now we even write 
about them.   
 
Whatever your reason for being involved with orchids, by now you know that the 
variety, vastness and even the mystery of orchids is endless.  Let’s continue to enjoy 
their beauty, read about them, study them, grow them, go to meetings, workshops 
and shows, and join even more societies!  Let’s share them with friends and family.  
Surely their main purpose in this world is to be admired and shared.  
 
Find loads of orchid information on the AOS Web site at www.aos.org.  Join the AOS 
and receive Orchids  magazine each month…it’s for orchid lovers!  
� 
Susan Taylor - Orchids Editor, BellaOnline.com�

�
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� September 23 rd  

Portland Orchid Society meeting - repotting 
clinic using bark by Annette Rogers and potting 
in “semi-hydro” by Beverly Kile 
�

October 2 nd  – 5th  
Portland Orchid Society Fall Show - Portland 
EXPO Center 
 
October 4 th – 5th 

Sunset Empire Orchid Society Show, Broadway 
Middle School, 1120 Broadway, Seaside, OR 
97138. Contact: Monica Aursland, (503) 861-
1344; sunsetorchid@gmail.com. 
 
October 11th -12th 
Umpqua Orchid Society Show, Douglas County 
Fairgrounds, 2110 SW Frear St., Roseburg, OR. 
Contact: Clark Brinkman, PO Box 119, Glide, 
OR 97443; (541) 496-4623. 
 
October 18th 
AOS Fall Members Meeting , Longwood 
Gardens, Kennett Square, PA. Contact: Arthur 
Katz, 841 Elkins Ave., Elkins Park, PA 19027; 
(610) 212-6927; akatz6@verizon.net. 
 
October 25th-26th 
Fraser Valley Orchid Society Show, Langley 
Civic Centre, 210699 42nd Ave., Langley, BC. 
Contact: Chris Ostenstad, 110 Harvard Dr., Port 
Moody, BC; (604) 937-3810; chris@orchidbc.ca. 
 
October 28th 
Portland Orchid Society meeting 
Speaker Harry Phillips of Andy’s Orchids Inc. 
speaking on “MARVELOUS MINIATURES, 
GEMS OF THE ORCHID WORLD” 
 
November 25 th 
Portland Orchid Society meeting 
Speaker Bill Leonard speaking on Cattleyas 
 
December 23 rd 
Portland Orchid Society Christmas potluck and 
Acution. 
 
January 17th-18th 
Tacoma Orchid Society Show , Windmill 
Gardens, 16009 60th St. East, Sumner, WA. 

Contact: Ron Boll ick, 1502 Creso Rd., 
Spanaway, WA 98387; (253) 537-3829; 
ronbollick@aol.com. 
 
February 18th-22 nd 
Portland Orchid Society Spring Show & Sale; 
AOS Judged Show at the Portland Expo Center 
 
April 17-19 - Central Vancouver Island Orchid 
Society Show , Contact: Mike Miller; 
mike.stellamiller@shaw.ca. 
 
May 2-3 - South Central Washington Orchid 
Society Show , Contact: Randy Scheele, 1642 
Meadow Hills Dr., Richland, WA 99352; (509) 
628-8184; randys001@charter.net. 
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Members may sell plants at the Society 
booth for: 

$15 reservation fee for a maximum of 1 
table 

Plus 15% of gross sales 
Plus volunteering at the Society booth a 

minimum of one day. 
 

Note: The Portland Orchid Society will not be responsible for any 
plants lost or stolen. 
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Newsletter Editor  
Beverly Kile 
P O Box 482 
West Linn, OR 97068 
 
Phone: 
503-656-2609 (Day) 
503-656-9968 (Evening) 
 
Fax 
503-656-2611 
 
Email 
pdxos-
beverly@comcast.net  

Visit us on the Web!  
�
www.portlandorchidsociety.org  

�

The Portland Orchid Society was established in June 2007 by a group 
of local orchid enthusiasts with the common goal of creating an orchid 
society that is fun, friendly, community minded and welcoming to all. 
The Portland Orchid Society is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation for 
the preservation and education regarding orchids; by the extension of 
knowledge concerning the ecology, conservation, preservation, 
science, cultivation, hybridization, appreciation and uses of orchids, 
and to carry on such activities as may be necessary or desirable to 
effectuate such purposes. 
 
To further these goals we need the support of each and every member 
or the Portland Orchid Society. We hope to involve all members in 
volunteer positions for permanent committees, special event 
committees, board and officer positions as they become available, etc. 
If you have a particular interest please let one of the board members 
know. 
 
Your Editor-Beverly Kile 

We had two new members join at 
the August membership meeting 
and one join at Arts in the Forest. 

They are: 

Mike & Joni Sielaff 
Susan Rosenthall 
Martha Waldemar 

Welcome - We hope each of 

you will enjoy the Society and we 
look forward to seeing you at the 
September meeting. For those of 
you that are interested in getting 

more involved, in the society; there 
are many things you can do by 
serving on various committees, 
bringing desserts or snacks to the 
meetings or helping with setup and 
tear down.   If you need directions or 
any other information or 
encouragement, please feel free to 
call or email me. 
Beverly Kile 
Home: 503-656-9968 
Office: 503-656-2609 
Email: pdxos-beverly@comcast.net 
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Portland Orchid Society Membership Renewal Form  

 
MEMBERSHIP:  INDIVIDUAL ($15)  FAMILY  ($20) 

MEMBER NAME: ______________________________ 

JOINT MEMBER: ______________________________ 

 
Please make your check payable to “Portland 
Orchid Society” and bring it to the August meeting. 
Alternatively, mail the completed form and payment 
to: 
         Portland Orchid Society 
         C/O Beverly Kile 
          P.O. Box 482 
          West Linn, OR 97068 
 
 
Are you a member of:  

          American Orchid Society? ____________ 

          Orchid Digest Corp.?         ____________ 

         Other orchid societies? If so which one(s)? 

        ___________________________________ 

Have you moved or changed phone numbers or 
email addresses?  If so, complete below. This 
information will appear in the Society directory 
that will be produced and distributed to members 
periodically. Newsletters and other 
announcements will be emailed, consequently 
please include your current email address. 
 
ADDRESS: ___________________________________ 

CITY: ______________ STATE: ____ ZIP: __________ 

PHONE (including area code): _________________________ 

Email address: _____________________________________ 

2ND Email: _______________________________________ 

Birthday (Month and day) ___________________________ 

2nd Member Birthday (Month and Day)_________________ 

Are you willing and available to volunteer for various 
functions and/or committees? __________ 
 
Particular interests for future programs: __________ 
__________________________________________ 
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Clip the below reminders and post them on your refrigerator, calendar or wherever you post reminders of 
important events. 

We are looking forward to seeing YOU at the September and October meetings! 
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