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Our speaker for the October 28th 
meeting is Harry Phillips of Andy’s 
Orchids located in Encinitas, CA. 
Harry will be speaking on: 

“ MARVELOUS MINIATURES, 
GEMS OF THE ORCHID 

WORLD” 
Andy’s Orichids specializes in species 
orchids with a focus on miniatures and 
mounted orchids which they call 
“orchids on a stick.”  

Andy’s Orchids is offering a preorder 
special to the members of the 

Portland Orchid of 5% discount for 
orders of $200 or more and 10% 
discount for orders over $500. In 
addition since the orders will be 
delivered at the October meeting 
there will be no shipping charge. 

Get your order in on or before 
October 26th. Their website is 
www.andysorchids.com and you 
can order by email: 
harry.phillips@andysorchids.com or 
call 888-514-2639. Be sure to let 
them know you are with the 
Portland Orchid Society. 

Susan Heuer (right) discusses orchids 
with a show attendee at the 

Portland Orchid Society Fall Show & 
Sale at Expo 

The Societies Fall Show and Sale at 
Expo on October 2-5 was another 
success. We had one new vendor, 
Mike and Joni Sielaff of Rainbow Bay 
Orchids out of Waldport (thanks Mike 
and Joni.) It was great to have an 
opportunity to do a lot of chatting with 
other members and the general public 
about the Portland Orchid Society and 
about orchids in general. Thanks so 
much to all of the volunteers and 
vendors without whom there wouldn’t 
have been able to do it. 
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� Harry Phillips was born in San Diego, California on July 9, 1953. His Father taught him to appreciate plants 

at an early age. In January of 1963 Harry’s brother Andy (of Andy’s Orchids fame) was born, and six years 
later is when it all started. They were both exposed to exotic plants and flowers at an early age, but when 
Andy became interested and latter obsessed with orchids, Harry some how resisted becoming involved 
with them for as long as he could. He assisted Andy in his passion by building his first two green houses, 
and Andy would reward him with a hybrid that was in bloom, tell him to bring it back when it goes out of 
bloom, and exchange it for one in bloom. Well this would only last about a year until he decided that he 
wanted to keep one and get it to re-bloom, the beginning of the end. 

In 1986 Harry, with his soon to be wife Leslie moved with Andy and his orchid collection to Encinitas, 
California. Being constantly exposed to all of Andy’s orchids was beginning to have an effect on Harry. 
Shortly after, Andy left for four months to Costa Rica, and placed Harry in charge of the collection. When 
Andy returned he found that Harry had not killed too many plants and managed to become even more 
addicted. Andy now, feeling more confident about leaving his orchid collection under Harry’s care, began to 
plan a cycling trip through South America which ended up lasting two years. After that it was all over for 
Harry, he was completely addicted to orchids. 

Harry assisted Andy part time, for 10 years, going full time about 10 years ago.  His interest in miniature 
orchids began several years ago while constantly being exposed to Andy’s minis.  He decided he would try 
some for himself, and that was the way the story starts.  Harry would like to share some of his thoughts on 
growing and choosing the right mini for your conditions, or creating a growing area with miniatures in 
mind.  Once you get to know and appreciate them, miniatures will be a larger part of your collection. 
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October is upon us and we have certainly been busy the last two weeks.  In 
my greenhouse, lots of Cattleyas are starting to show beautiful buds popping 
up everywhere.  If the last two weeks is any indication, I think it will be a good 
Fall for Cattleyas.  I have really tried to fertilize more often than last year and 
the bright sunny days this Summer have really put on lots of new growth and 
many bloom sheaths.  Now I must concentrate on repotting, but after our 
meeting on September 23, the ladies have really got me inspired to repot. 

Annette Rogers gave a very educational and entertaining talk on repotting in 
bark, and Beverly Kile really educated us on the semi hydro method of 
repotting and growing.  I heard many nice comments from the audience.  
Great job ladies, you did a wonderful job!  I may have to find some of the clay 
hydro balls and try my luck potting up some young Neofinetia Falcata plants 
that I need to set out. 

We started the month off with a bang at the Expo Center with our second 
annual Fall show and sale.  Although the economy is not very strong and the 
attendance was rather slow this year, everyone pulled together and thanks to 
Susan Heuer and Annette Rogers, the show was most successful and we 
made a nice profit to help fund us through the year until Spring.  We want to 
thank all of the volunteers who gave hours of their time to help sell orchids, 
sign up new members, and provide orchid information to the public.  If you 
were not able to attend, you missed a really good time and some wonderful 
buys on some really nice plants.  I know my collection grew by about 10 
plants.  We expect several new members and visitors at our next meeting. 

Andy’s Orchids of California, will be our October speaker.  We have been 
really looking forward to hearing all about their mounted and species plants.  
They will be bringing in plants to sell, as usual, so come prepared to take 
some home with you, and please visit their website and view their catalog. 
They have many fine orchids to view and order. 

Don’t forget to bring your blooming plants to the society meeting this month to 
share those beautiful blooms with us. 

Our attendance at the meetings just gets better and better and if you have 
requests for items that you would like to have us bring to the meetings, please 
let us know. 

Happy Orchid Growing! 

Rob Lucas 
President – Portland Orchid Society 
(503) 493-2826 
portlandorchidsociety@yahoo.com   (unedited) 
 

“We started 
the month 
off with a 

bang at the 
Expo Center 

with our 
second 

annual Fall 
show and 

sale” 
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The Portland Orchid Society encourages all of our members to support the Oregon AOS Judging Center 

Next Judging is November 2nd in the Educational Building at the Oregon Gardens 

Since the Portland Orchid Society Fall Show and Sale and the Sunset Empire Show and Sale fell on the 
same weekend as October judging, there were fewer judges in attendance then normal. In addition there 
were only four orchids submitted and none were nominated. Consequently, a judging center report was not 
submitted for October. Marcia Romick, Judge and our Oregon Judging Center reporter will be back in 
attendance at the November 2nd judging and reports should be back on schedule. 
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Brooklyn, NY—September 12, 2008 —A rare tiger orchid, the world's largest orchid, is now in bloom at 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden (BBG). Uncommon in nature and rarely found in cultivation, the tiger orchid 
(Grammatophyllum speciosum) is usually found growing in the branch bark ridges of large trees and can be 
up to 15 feet in length; the largest single plant on record had a mass of two tons. A native of the hot, humid 
tropical forests of Malaysia, Sumatra, and New Guinea, this orchid is known for its magnificent displays 
when in flower, but this is a rare treat, as it blooms only once every two to five years. It last blossomed at 
BBG in January 2003. 

The flowers of the tiger orchid, which is also known as the sugarcane orchid in its native regions, are long-
lasting, and the plant can remain in bloom for up to two months. The flowers, yellow or cream-colored with 
chocolate brown or dark red spots, may reach six inches across. The flower stems (inflorescences) often 
reach six to nine feet in length and have 60 to 100 flowers per spike. The genus name Grammatophyllum is 
derived from the Greek words for "grass" and "leaf," for the orchid's resemblance to grass or sugarcane. 

"The blooming of the tiger orchid is especially exciting—not only because it is so rare to see, particularly in 
this part of the world, but also because it is blooming on public display for the second time in less than five 
years, which is truly remarkable," noted BBG's Dave Horak, curator of the Orchid Collection and Robert W. 
Wilson Aquatic House. Horak is also the past president of the Greater New York Orchid Society and past 
chairman of the New York International Orchid Show. "Tropical orchids are frequently cited as the 
showstoppers of the plant world, and the tiger orchid gets top billing—it is a 'must-see' for everyone," Horak 
added. Due to its large size, it is not common to see a blooming tiger orchid in cultivation. 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden's specimen is blooming for the second time since it was donated to the garden by 
a volunteer in 1998. It can be seen in the Robert W. Wilson Aquatic House in the Steinhardt Conservatory, 
where it is suspended over a shallow pool in a large wooden basket. Its flower stem is approximately seven 
feet long and in full bloom. The orchid itself is 12 feet in diameter and weighs approximately 200 pounds. 

BBG has a long history of cultivating orchids. Indeed, the Garden's seventh plant accession was a native 
lady's-slipper, Cypripedium acaule. The BBG orchid collection now consists of approximately 6,000 plants, 
distributed through 320 genera and representing more than 3000 species from around the world. 
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Submissions for all future submissions for the Portland Orchid Society 
Newsletter are due to the editor by the forth Friday  of each month. 
Submissions received after that date may not be included in the 
newsletter until the following month. Submissions may be emailed to 
pdxos-beverly@comcast.net or mailed to:   

Beverly Kile 
Portland Orchid Society 
P O Box 482 
West Linn, OR 97068 

�

The Portland Orchid Society is officially affiliated with the American Orchid 
Society (AOS) and Orchid Digest Corporation (ODC). Susan Heuer is our 
representative for both organizations and would be happy to answer any 
questions you might have concerning either organization or joining the 
American Orchid Society or Orchid Digest Corporation. 

Sarracenia Northwest (Jacob Farin) has graciously contributed a large 
number of orchids to the Portland Orchid Society. These orchids are being 
used in various ways to provide income to the Society, including being 
featured on the Silent Auction table; available for sale by the Society at the 
Art Festival in the Forest, Fall Show & Sale and on the Society table at 
membership meetings. THANK YOU SARRACENIA NORTHWEST!!! 

Member to Member 
 
If you have something you would like to trade, sell or even give away, 
have it listed in this column by submitting it to the editor, Beverly Kile at 
pdxos-beverly@comcast.net  

�)������������*�
The Portland Orchid Society monthly membership meeting is held on the 
fourth  Tuesday of each month. The last Tuesday of the month may or 
may not be the same at the fourth Tuesday 
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Question for 
November: 

“What parts of the 
newsletter do you 
enjoy and what parts 
could be removed?” 

Note from your editor: 

Although I received 
comments on a 
regular basis from 
members and non-
members concerning 
the quality of the 
newsletter, I want to 
make it even better. 
Please answer this 
question of the month 
and let me know what 
you think. If I don’t 
hear from you I’ll 
assume you don’t 
read the newsletter �  

Submit your answer to 
the Question of the 
Month too pdxos-
beverly@comcast.net  
by November 8 or 
write it down and give 
it to Beverly Kile at the 
October membership 
meeting. 

What are the two or three most 
UNUSUAL orchids you grow and how 
do you grow them? 

___________________________ 
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____________________________ 

One of my favorites and apparently quite 
rare is Schoenorchis gemmata.  It is a 
rambling mounted orchid orchid with 
extremely tiny pink flowers. It's mounted 
on a piece of redwood bark and I have it 
hanging in the greenhouse where it 
gets misted whenever the misters come 
on.   
 
Another of my favorite orchid is 
Epidendrum pfavii.  It was only about 6-7 
inches tall when I first got The flower 
spikes grow out the end of new and old 
growths over and over.  I have found it is 
happiest about 3 feet off the ground in 
the middle of the greenhouse, getting 
some direct light all day and misted when 
the misters come on.  It is about 2-2 1/2 
feet tall now.   
    
Annette Rogers 
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Over the past twelve months we have done a full years worth of Ron Sellon’s “This Month in the 
Greenhouse” consequently the articles will no longer be a feature of this newsletter. If you missed some of 
the articles, back copies of the newsletter are available on our website at www.portlandorchidsociety.org  

In an effort to make this “your” newsletter, I need your orchid related questions. Your questions may 
concern culture, pests, identification or just about anything else orchid related (as long as you’re serious.) 

Just send your question(s) to: 

pdxos-beverly@comcast.net 

Be as precise as possible and include a digital photo or two if appropriate since “a picture is worth a 
thousand words!” I’ll seek out an appropriate orchid “expert” to answer your question(s) with the answer 
appearing in this column. 

����4� 
������������

These articles for the Beginner or Novice orchid grower are written by your editor, Beverly Kile, based on 
things I’ve learned over the past three-four years since I personally started growing orchids. If you are a 
beginner and have specific questions, forward them to me at pdxos-beverly@comcast.net . Remember 
what works for one grower (me) may not work for all other growers – so proceed at your own risk. 

This has been an  EXTREMELY busy month for me and I didn’t get my article finished, but the Beginners 
Place will resume in November.  

 

 

 

The December meeting will be held on December 9th instead of our normally scheduled 4th Tuesday. The 
4th Tuesday it so close to Christmas the board was afraid many of our members will be out of town. Be sure 

to mark you calendars since our annual Holiday Potluck and Auction is a combination of GREAT FOOD, 
GREAT FUN and a GREAT AUCTION! 

"Always do right - this will gratify some 
and astonish the rest". 

-- Mark Twain 
�
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As you become involved with growing orchids there will come a time when you will consider starting 
growing some species orchids. Fortunately they are now widely available from reliable dealers who produce 
plants from seed in the laboratory rather than the old fashioned way -- gathering them from forests and 
destroying native populations. 

From a conservation standpoint, always inquire from the vendor if their plants are seed grown. Reputable 
dealers will always tell you the truth. Recently there were native American species on sale on eBay which 
had been illegally gathered. When notified, eBay removed the listing. 

A good way to start is to look at the plants you are currently successfully growing. What grows best under 
the conditions? See if you can find the parent species of these plants. Chances are that they might do well 
for you too. Consider where you live, what are the natural conditions there? In the US it is a mistake to try 
to grow cool growing genera in our southern parts unless you are willing to spend a great deal of money 
and work keeping them cool. It is much better to concentrate on the warm growing varieties that will love 
your natural climate. Conversely, growing Vandas in the northern areas is difficult. 

How much light are you able to provide? Some species require high light to bloom and others are happier 
with shadier conditions. Can you keep high humidity around the plants? Do you grow in a greenhouse, 
windowsill or a terrarium? The lovely Jewel Orchids (http://www.bellaonline.com/articles/art40973.asp) are 
grown primarily for their velvety, multicolored leaves -- but they must have high humidity. 

Most enthusiasts concentrate on one genus as a specialization just because space is an issue. There are 
more than 30,000 kinds of species of orchids. It would be impossible to try to grow them all. So specializing 
in say, Cattleya species narrows down the number to approximately 50 species with varying growth 
requirements. Dendrobiums, on the other hand have approximately 1400 species so further specialization 
would be required unless you have lots of space. A great place to gather information on species growing 
requirements is The Orchid Species Culture (http://www.orchidculture.com/) pages. 

There is a subscription service which will allow you to purchase native habitat information on many orchid 
species. It is an invaluable resource for the series species grower. 

A word of caution on something that has happened to me … be careful buying plants from the opposite 
hemisphere. If plants are imported from say the south and you live in the north, you are getting them out of 
their natural summer/winter rhythm of growth. It will take several years to acclimate them to the new 
location. I personally have had better luck purchasing the same plants from a vendor who has grown them 
from seed in the same hemisphere so they do not have to make the change. This is not to say it is 
impossible, but just be aware of the possible consequences. 

Susan Taylor – BellaOnline.com 

Reprinted with permission. 
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By Melba Butler AOS Representative 

Orchid Trivia :  “Long before the beginning of the Christian era orchids had been 
popular flowers in the Chinese floral kingdom.  Many books were written by the 
ancient Chinese naturalists and poets, descriptive of these rare and beautiful flowers 
and they named the orchid the “Queenly Flower” throughout the floral empire of 
China. 

The year 1938 marked the Centennial of orchid culture in the United States for during 
the summer of 1838 the first exotic orchid plants were imported by Mr. John Wright 
Boott of Boston, Massachusetts, from Messrs. Loddiges of Hackney, near London, 
through his brother, Mr. James Boott, then residing in England.   These first orchids 
were grown in a small greenhouse in the yard of Mr. Boott’s house, Bowdoin Square, 
Boston, the site being later occupied by the Revere House.”  Ref.: American orchid 
Society Bulletin, Vol. 17, September, 1948, No. 9; Beginners’ Corner, Synopsis of 
Orchid Culture, p. 531. 

Orchids mean beauty!  

Orchids mean beauty to most of us and to some of us, the unusual and bazaar also 
have appeal.  Most of us who love orchids also appreciate plants and flowers of all 
kinds.  The grounds of the AOS are proof as more and more plants, flowers and 
orchids have taken root there with plans for more to come.  We are fortunate to have 
seen the home of the AOS a couple of times in the past, but photos do recall the 
beauty for us.   We had already seen the virtual tour of the gardens at the AOS, but 
not the greenhouse.  When wandering around on the AOS Website, a virtual tour of 
the AOS display greenhouse was discovered.       

More touring at the AOS Website : 

The greenhouse tour is made up of some very nice photos of orchids and other 
plants on display at the AOS.  You can get there by clicking on this link:  
http://www.webbuild.net/greenhouse/Home.htm, prepared by Alan L. Kaitz, MD, AOS 
Volunteer, with the assistance of Nick Ewy, Director of Botanical Garden and 
Greenhouses.  The tour includes photos of multiple walls and backdrops where 
wonderful plants and materials are displayed.  Then the orchids that reside in the 
greenhouse can be viewed as photos by each month of their bloom season.  You will 
enjoy it!  

Previously, the link was given for the virtual tour of the gardens at the AOS, but if you 
didn’t go there then, be sure to try again now because it is really worthwhile.  It is 
located at: http://www.webbuild.net/AOSgarden/, also prepared by Alan L. Kaitz, MD, 
AOS Volunteer, with the assistance of Nick Ewy, Director of Botanical Garden and 
Greenhouses and Pat Jennings, Head Gardener. 

  
Susan Taylor 
Orchids Editor, BellaOnline.com 
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� October 25th -26th  

Fraser Valley Orchid Society Show, Langley 
Civic Centre, 210699 42nd Ave., Langley, BC. 
Contact: Chris Ostenstad, 110 Harvard Dr., Port 
Moody, BC; (604) 937-3810; chris@orchidbc.ca. 
 
October 28th 
Portland Orchid Society meeting 
Speaker Harry Phillips of Andy’s Orchids Inc. 
speaking on “MARVELOUS MINIATURES, 
GEMS OF THE ORCHID WORLD” 
 
November 2 nd 
AOS Pacific NW Judging – Silverton, OR 
 
November 15 th 
AOS Pacific NW Judging – Tacoma, WA 
 
November 18 th 
Oregon Orchid Society meeting 
Speaker Rick Burian speaking on Australian 
orchids  Dragons and Spiders and Ducks, Oh My!!! 
The wonderful orchids of Oz .   
 
November 25 th 
Portland Orchid Society meeting 
Speaker Bill Leonard speaking on Cattleyas 
 
December 7 th 
AOS Pacific NW Judging – Silverton, OR 
 
December 9 th  
Portland Orchid Society Christmas potluck and 
Auction. 
 
December 20 th 
AOS Pacific NW Judging – Tacoma, WA. 
 
January 17th-18th 
Tacoma Orchid Society Show , Windmill 
Gardens, 16009 60th St. East, Sumner, WA. 
Contact: Ron Bollick, 1502 Creso Rd., 
Spanaway, WA 98387; (253) 537-3829; 
ronbollick@aol.com. 
 
January 20 th 
Oregon Orchid Society meeting 
Speaker Patricia Harding on Cattleya species 
 
February 16 th 

Nadine Gindhart on Maxillarias  
 
February 18th-22 nd 
Portland Orchid Society Spring Show & Sale; 
AOS Judged Show at the Portland Expo Center 
 
April 17-19 - Central Vancouver Island Orchid 
Society Show , Contact: Mike Miller; 
mike.stellamiller@shaw.ca. 
 
May 2-3 - South Central Washington Orchid 
Society Show , Contact: Randy Scheele, 1642 
Meadow Hills Dr., Richland, WA 99352; (509) 
628-8184; randys001@charter.net. 
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Those who are too smart to 
engage in politics are punished 

by being governed by those 
who are dumber. - Plato (427 

BC - 347 BC) 
�
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Newsletter Editor  
Beverly Kile 
P O Box 482 
West Linn, OR 97068 
 
Phone: 
503-656-2609 (Day) 
503-656-9968 (Evening) 
 
Fax 
503-656-2611 
 
Email 
pdxos-
beverly@comcast.net  

Visit us on the Web!  
�
www.portlandorchidsociety.org  

�

The Portland Orchid Society was established in June 2007 by a group 
of local orchid enthusiasts with the common goal of creating an orchid 
society that is fun, friendly, community minded and welcoming to all. 
The Portland Orchid Society is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation for 
the preservation and education regarding orchids; by the extension of 
knowledge concerning the ecology, conservation, preservation, 
science, cultivation, hybridization, appreciation and uses of orchids, 
and to carry on such activities as may be necessary or desirable to 
effectuate such purposes. 
 
To further these goals we need the support of each and every member 
or the Portland Orchid Society. We hope to involve all members in 
volunteer positions for permanent committees, special event 
committees, board and officer positions as they become available, etc. 
If you have a particular interest please let one of the board members 
know. 
 
Your Editor-Beverly Kile 

We had several new members join 
our Society over the past month. A 
few at the September meeting and a 
few more at the Show & Sale at 
Expo. We’ve also had some 
previous members that didn’t renew 
their membership for this year. Get 
your new membership directory at 
the October meeting! 

Welcome New 
Members- We hope each of 

you will enjoy the Society and we 
look forward to seeing you at the 

September meeting. For those of 
you that are interested in getting 
more involved, in the society; there 
are many things you can do by 
serving on various committees, 
bringing desserts or snacks to the 
meetings or helping with setup and 
tear down. If you need directions or 
any other information or 
encouragement, please feel free to 
call or email me. 
Beverly Kile 
Home: 503-656-9968 
Office: 503-656-2609 
Email: pdxos-beverly@comcast.net 
 



�

�� ��<6��,�<6�������������������������������������� ������������������������������	�
���
	����
�������� ��������������������������������������������������� ���
���!���%&&'��

�
Clip the below reminders and post them on your refrigerator, calendar or wherever you post reminders of 

important events. 
We are looking forward to seeing YOU at the every meeting for the next year! 

�
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